
 

 

PRELIMINARY CONSIDERATIONS 1 

Scope of the publication 2 

i) This publication is to be read in conjunction with UCP 600 and not in isolation.  3 

ii) The practices described in this publication highlight how the articles of UCP 600 are to 4 
be interpreted and applied, to the extent that the terms and conditions of the credit, 5 
or any amendment thereto, do not expressly modify or exclude an applicable article in 6 
UCP 600.  7 

The credit and amendment application, the issuance of the credit and any 8 
amendment thereto 9 

iii) The terms and conditions of a credit and any amendment thereto are independent of 10 
the underlying sale or other contract even if the credit or amendment expressly refers 11 
to that sale or other contract. When agreeing the terms of the sale or other contract, 12 
the parties thereto should be aware of the ensuing implications for the completion of 13 
the credit or amendment application.  14 

iv) Many of the problems that arise at the document examination stage could be avoided 15 
or resolved by the respective parties through careful attention to detail in the credit or 16 
amendment application and issuance of the credit or any amendment thereto. The 17 
applicant and beneficiary should carefully consider the documents required for 18 
presentation, by whom they are to be issued, their data content and the time frame in 19 
which they are to be presented. 20 

v) The applicant bears the risk of any ambiguity in its instructions to issue or amend a 21 
credit. An issuing bank may, unless the applicant expressly instructs to the contrary, 22 
supplement or develop those instructions in a manner necessary or desirable to 23 
permit the use of the credit or any amendment thereto. An issuing bank should ensure 24 
that any credit or amendment it issues is not ambiguous or conflicting in its terms and 25 
conditions. 26 

vi) The applicant and issuing bank should be fully aware of the content of UCP 600 and 27 
recognize that articles such as 3, 14, 19, 20, 21, 23, 24, 28 (i), 30 and 31 define terms in 28 
a manner that may produce unexpected results. For example, a credit requiring 29 
presentation of a bill of lading and containing a prohibition against transhipment will, 30 
in most cases, have to exclude UCP 600 sub-article 20 (c) to make the prohibition 31 
against transhipment effective.  32 

vii) A credit or any amendment thereto should not require presentation of a document 33 
that is to be issued, signed or countersigned by the applicant. If, nevertheless, a credit 34 



 

 

or amendment is issued including such a requirement, the beneficiary should consider 35 
the appropriateness of such a requirement and determine its ability to comply with it, 36 
or seek a suitable amendment.  37 

viii) A request to insert the credit number on a document is usually at the instigation of the 38 
issuing bank in order to facilitate the collation of documents should one or more 39 
documents become detached from the presentation. Provided all the stipulated 40 
documents are received by the issuing bank, the absence of a credit number or the 41 
mistyping of that number on a document does not constitute a reason for refusal. The 42 
exception to this position is where it is a requirement of the importing country that 43 
the credit number be stated on one or more documents. In such circumstances, the 44 
credit must clearly indicate that this is the reason for the number to be shown on that 45 
or those documents.  46 

ix) An issuing bank should not incorporate in a credit administrative conditions such as a 47 
requirement for an additional set of copy documents to be presented for the issuing 48 
bank’s use, or a condition that all documents may not be stapled. If, nevertheless, such 49 
conditions are incorporated into a credit but not complied with, this will not constitute 50 
a reason for refusal. 51 

GENERAL PRINCIPLES 52 

Abbreviations 53 

A1) Generally accepted abbreviations, such as, but not limited to, “Int’l” instead of 54 
“International”, “Co.” instead of “Company”, “kgs” or “kos” instead of “kilograms” or 55 
“kilos”, “Ind.” instead of “Industry” or “Industries”, “Ltd” instead of “Limited”, “mfr” 56 
instead of  “manufacturer” or “mt” instead of “metric tons” may be used in 57 
documents in substitution for a word or vice versa. A credit that includes an 58 
abbreviation in its text allows a document to show the same abbreviation or any other 59 
abbreviation that has the same meaning, or to show the complete spelling of the word 60 
or vice versa. 61 

A2) a. Virgules (i.e., slash marks “/”) may result in different meanings and should not 62 
be used as a substitute for a word. If, nevertheless, a virgule is used and no context is 63 
apparent, this will allow the use of one or more of the options. For example, a 64 
condition in a credit stating “Red/Black/Blue” with no further clarification will mean 65 
only Red or only Black or only Blue or any combination of them. 66 

 b. The use of a comma when indicating a range of data in a credit such as ports of 67 
loading or discharge or countries of origin, may result in different meanings and 68 
should not be used as a substitute for a word. If, nevertheless, a comma is used and 69 
no context is apparent, this will allow the use of one or more of the options. For 70 
example, when a credit allows partial shipment and indicates the port of loading 71 



 

 

information as “Hamburg, Rotterdam, Antwerp” with no further clarification, this will 72 
mean only Hamburg or only Rotterdam or only Antwerp or any combination of them.  73 

Certificates, Certifications, Declarations and Statements 74 

A3) When a certificate, certification, declaration or statement is required by a credit, it is 75 
to be signed.  76 

A4) Whether a certificate, certification, declaration or statement needs to be dated will 77 
depend on the type of certificate, certification, declaration or statement that has been 78 
requested, its required wording and the wording that appears within the document.  79 

 For example, when a credit requires the presentation of a certificate issued by the 80 
carrier or its agent stating that the vessel is no more than 25 years old, the certificate 81 
may evidence compliance by indicating: 82 

a.  the date or year the vessel was built, and such date or year is no more than 25 83 
years prior to the date of shipment or the year in which shipment was effected, in 84 
which case a date of issuance is not necessary, or 85 

b.  the wording as stated in the credit, in which case a date of issuance is required, 86 
thereby certifying that as of that date the vessel was not more than 25 years old. 87 

A5) When a certification, declaration or statement is to appear in a document which is to 88 
be signed and dated, it does not require a separate signature or date when the 89 
certification, declaration or statement appears to have been given by the same entity 90 
that issued and signed the document. 91 

Copies of transport documents covered by UCP 600 articles 19-25 92 

A6) a. When a credit requires the presentation of a copy of a transport document 93 
covered by UCP 600 articles 19-25, the relevant article is not applicable, as these 94 
articles only apply to original transport documents. A copy of a transport document is 95 
to be examined only to the extent expressly stated in the credit, otherwise according 96 
to UCP 600 sub-article 14 (f). 97 

 b. Any data shown on a copy of a transport document, when read in context with 98 
the credit, the document itself and international standard banking practice, need not 99 
be identical to, but must not conflict with, data in that document, any other stipulated 100 
document or the credit. 101 

c. Copies of transport documents covered by UCP 600 articles 19-25 are not 102 
subject to the default presentation period of 21 calendar days stated in UCP 600 sub-103 
article 14 (c) or any presentation period stated in the credit, unless the credit explicitly 104 



 

 

states the basis for determining such presentation period. Otherwise, a presentation 105 
may be made at any time, but in any event no later than the expiry date of the credit.  106 

Correction and alteration  (“correction”) 107 

A7) a. i. Any correction of data in a document issued by the beneficiary, with the 108 
exception of drafts (see paragraph B16)), need not be authenticated.  109 

   ii. When a document issued by the beneficiary has been legalized, visaed, 110 
certified, etc., any correction of data is to be authenticated by at least one of the 111 
entities that legalized, visaed or certified, etc., the document. Such authentication is to 112 
indicate the name of the entity authenticating the correction either by use of a stamp 113 
incorporating its name, or by the addition of the name of the authenticating entity 114 
accompanied by its signature or initials. 115 

 b. i. Any correction of data in a document, other than in a document issued by the 116 
beneficiary, is to appear to have been authenticated by the issuer or an entity acting 117 
as agent, proxy or for [or on behalf of] the issuer. Such authentication is to indicate 118 
the name of the entity authenticating the correction either by use of a stamp 119 
incorporating its name, or by the addition of the name of the authenticating entity 120 
accompanied by its signature or initials. In the case of authentication by an agent or 121 
proxy, the capacity of acting as agent or proxy for [or on behalf of] the issuer is to be 122 
stated.    123 

   ii. When a document other than one issued by the beneficiary has been 124 
legalized, visaed, certified, etc., any correction of data is, in addition to the 125 
requirements of paragraph A7) (b) (i), to be authenticated by at least one of the 126 
entities that legalized, visaed or certified, etc., the document. Such authentication is to 127 
indicate the name of the entity authenticating the correction either by use of a stamp 128 
incorporating its name, or by the addition of the name of the authenticating entity 129 
accompanied by its signature or initials. 130 

 c. Any correction of data in a copy document need not be authenticated. 131 



 

 

A8) When a document other than one issued by the beneficiary contains more than one 132 
correction, either each correction is to be authenticated separately, or one 133 
authentication is to indicate that it applies to all the corrections. For example, when a 134 
document issued by XXX shows three corrections numbered 1, 2 and 3, one statement 135 
such as “Correction numbers 1, 2 and 3 authenticated by XXX” or similar, together 136 
with the signature or initials of XXX, will satisfy the requirement for authentication. 137 

A9) The use of multiple type styles, font sizes or handwriting within the same document 138 
does not, by itself, signify a correction. 139 

Courier receipt, post receipt and certificate of posting in respect of the 140 
sending of documents, notices and the like 141 

A10) When a credit requires the presentation of a document as evidence of sending 142 
documents, notices and the like to a named or described entity, in the form of a 143 
courier receipt, post receipt or certificate of posting, such document is to be examined 144 
only to the extent expressly stated in the credit, otherwise according to UCP 600 sub-145 
article 14 (f) and not under UCP 600 article 25. 146 

Dates 147 

A11) a. Even when a credit does not expressly so require: 148 

i. drafts are to indicate a date of issuance; 149 

ii. insurance documents are to indicate a date of issuance or effectiveness of 150 
the insurance coverage as reflected in paragraphs K10) (b) and K11); and 151 

iii. original transport documents, subject to examination under UCP 600 articles 152 
19-25, are to indicate a date of issuance, a dated on board notation, a date of 153 
shipment, a date of receipt for shipment, a date of dispatch or carriage, a date of 154 
taking in charge or a date of pick up or receipt, as applicable. 155 

b. A requirement that a document, other than a draft, insurance document or 156 
original transport document, be dated will be satisfied by the indication of a date of 157 
issuance or by reference in the document to the date of another document forming 158 
part of the same presentation (for example, by the wording “date as per bill of lading 159 
number xxx” appearing on a certificate issued by a carrier or its agent) or a date 160 
appearing on a stipulated document indicating the occurrence of an event (for 161 
example, by the date of inspection being indicated on an inspection certificate that 162 
otherwise does not contain a date of issuance). 163 

A12) a. A document, such as, but not limited to, a certificate of analysis, inspection 164 
certificate or fumigation certificate, may indicate a date of issuance later than the date 165 
of shipment.  166 



 

 

b. When a credit requires a document to evidence a pre-shipment event (for 167 
example, “pre-shipment inspection certificate”), the document, either by its title, 168 
content or date of issuance, is to indicate that the event (for example, inspection) took 169 
place on or prior to the date of shipment.  170 

c. When a credit requires a document such as, but not limited to, an “inspection 171 
certificate”, this does not constitute a requirement that the document is to evidence a 172 
pre-shipment event, and it need not be dated prior to the date of shipment.  173 

A13) A document indicating a date of issuance and a later date of signing is deemed to have 174 
been issued on the date of signing.  175 

A14) a. When a credit uses phrases to signify time on either side of a date or an event, 176 
the following shall apply: 177 

i. “not later than 2 days after (date or event)” means a latest date. If an advice 178 
or document is not to be dated prior to a specified date or event, the credit should so 179 
state.  180 

ii. “at least 2 days before (date or event)” means that an act or event is to take 181 
place not later than 2 days before that date or event. There is no limit as to how early 182 
it may take place. 183 

b. i. For the purpose of calculation of a period of time, the term “within” when 184 
used in connection with a date or event excludes that date or the event date in the 185 
calculation of the period. For example, “within 2 days of (date or event)” means a 186 
period of 5 days commencing 2 days prior to that date or event until 2 days after that 187 
date or event.  188 

 ii.  The term “within” when followed by a date or a reference to a determinable 189 
date or event includes that date or event date. For example, “presentation to be made 190 
within 14 May” or “presentation is to be made within credit validity (or credit expiry)” 191 
where the expiry date of the credit is 14 May, means 14 May is the last day upon 192 
which presentation is allowed, provided that 14 May is a banking day. 193 

A15) The words “from” and “after” when used to determine a maturity date or period for 194 
presentation following the date of shipment, the date of an event or the date of a 195 
document, exclude that date in the calculation of the period. For example, 10 days 196 
after the date of shipment or 10 days from the date of shipment, where the date of 197 
shipment was 4 May, will be 14 May. 198 

A16) a. Provided that the date intended can be determined from the document or from 199 
other documents included in the presentation, dates may be expressed in any format. 200 
For example, the 14th of May 2013 could be expressed as 14 May 13, 14.05.2013, 201 



 

 

14.05.13, 2013.05.14, 05.14.13, 130514, etc. To avoid any risk of ambiguity, it is 202 
recommended that the month be stated in words. 203 

Documents and the need for completion of a box, field or space 204 

A17) a. The fact that a document has a box, field or space for data to be inserted does not 205 
necessarily mean that such box, field or space is to be completed. For example, data 206 
are not required in the box titled “Accounting Information” or “Handling Information” 207 
commonly found on an air waybill. Also see paragraph A37) in respect of the 208 
requirements for a signature to appear in any box, field or space. 209 

b. There is no requirement for the applicant name, address and contact details (if any) to 210 
appear in a specific box, field or space on an invoice. These details need not be 211 
identified by the heading or prefix ‘Applicant’. 212 

Documents for which the UCP 600 transport articles do not apply 213 

A18) a. Documents commonly used in relation to the transportation of goods, such as 214 
but not limited to, Delivery Note, Delivery Order, Cargo Receipt, Forwarder’s 215 
Certificate of Receipt, Forwarder’s Certificate of Shipment, Forwarder’s Certificate of 216 
Transport, Forwarder’s Cargo Receipt and Mate’s Receipt are not transport documents 217 
as defined in UCP 600 articles 19-25. These documents are to be examined only to the 218 
extent expressly stated in the credit, otherwise according to UCP 600 sub-article 14 (f). 219 

 b. i. For documents referred to in paragraph A18) (a), a condition of a credit that 220 
presentation is to occur within a certain number of days after the date of shipment 221 
will be disregarded, and presentation may be made at any time, but in any event no 222 
later than the expiry date of the credit.  223 

   ii. The default presentation period of 21 calendar days stated in UCP 600 sub-224 
article 14 (c) only applies to a presentation including one or more original transport 225 
documents covered by UCP 600 articles 19-25. 226 

 c. For a presentation period to apply to a document referred to in paragraph A18) 227 
(a), the credit should specify that presentation is to be made within a certain number 228 
of days after the issuance date of the respective document, or a date that is to be 229 
mentioned in the document (for example, when a credit requires the presentation of a 230 
document titled cargo receipt, “documents to be presented no later than 10 days after 231 
the date of the cargo receipt”).  232 

Expressions not defined in UCP 600 233 

A19) The expressions “shipping documents”, “stale documents acceptable”, “third party 234 
documents acceptable”, “third party documents not acceptable”, “exporting country”, 235 
“shipping company” and “documents acceptable as presented” should not be used in 236 



 

 

a credit, as they are not defined in UCP 600. If, nevertheless, they are used, and their 237 
meaning is not defined in the credit, they shall have the following meaning under 238 
international standard banking practice: 239 

 a.  “shipping documents” – all documents required by the credit, except drafts, 240 
teletransmission reports and courier receipts, postal receipts or certificates of posting 241 
evidencing the sending of documents. 242 

 b. “stale documents acceptable” – documents may be presented later than 21 243 
calendar days after the date of shipment as long as they are presented no later than 244 
the expiry date of the credit. This will also apply when the credit specifies a period for 245 
presentation together with the condition ”stale documents acceptable”. 246 

 c. “third party documents acceptable” – all documents for which the credit or UCP 247 
600 do not indicate an issuer, except drafts, may be issued by a named person or 248 
entity other than the beneficiary.  249 

 d. “third party documents not acceptable” – has no meaning and is to be 250 
disregarded. 251 

 e. “exporting country” – one of the following: the country where the beneficiary is 252 
domiciled, the country of origin of the goods, the country of receipt by the carrier or 253 
the country from which shipment or dispatch is made.   254 

 f. “shipping company” - when used in the context of the issuer of a certificate, 255 
certification or declaration relating to a transport document – any one of the 256 
following: carrier, master or, when a charter party bill of lading is presented, the 257 
master, owner or charterer, or any entity identified as an agent of any one of the 258 
aforementioned, regardless of whether it issued or signed the presented transport 259 
document.  260 

 g. “documents acceptable as presented” – a presentation may consist of one or 261 
more of the stipulated documents provided they are presented within the expiry date 262 
of the credit and the drawing amount is within that which is available under the credit. 263 
The documents will not otherwise be examined for compliance under the credit or 264 
UCP 600, including whether they are presented in the required number of originals or 265 
copies. 266 

Issuer of documents 267 

A20) When a credit requires a document to be issued by a named person or entity, this 268 
condition is satisfied when the document appears to be issued by the named person 269 
or entity by use of its letterhead, or when there is no letterhead, when the document 270 
appears to have been completed or signed by, or for [or on behalf of], the named 271 
person or entity.  272 



 

 

Language 273 

A21) a. When a credit stipulates the language of the documents to be presented, the 274 
data required by the credit or UCP 600 are to be in that language.  275 

 b. When a credit is silent with respect to the language of the documents to be 276 
presented, the documents may be issued in any language.  277 

 c. i. When a credit allows two or more acceptable languages, a confirming bank 278 
or a nominated bank acting on its nomination may restrict the number of acceptable 279 
languages as a condition of its engagement in the credit, and in such a case the data 280 
contained in the documents are only to be in the acceptable language or languages.  281 

 ii. When a credit allows a document to contain data in two or more acceptable 282 
languages and a confirming bank or a nominated bank acting on its nomination does 283 
not restrict the language or the number of acceptable languages as a condition of its 284 
engagement in the credit, it is required to examine the data in all of the acceptable 285 
languages appearing in the documents. 286 

 d. Banks do not examine data that have been inserted in a language that is 287 
additional to that required or allowed in the credit. 288 

e. Notwithstanding paragraphs A21) (a) and (d), the name of a person or entity, 289 
any stamps, legalization, endorsements or similar, and the pre-printed text shown on 290 
a document, such as, but not limited to, field headings, may be in a language other 291 
than that required in the credit.  292 

Mathematical calculations 293 

A22) When the presented documents indicate mathematical calculations, banks only 294 
determine that the stated total in respect of criteria such as amount, quantity, weight 295 
or number of packages, does not conflict with the credit or any other stipulated 296 
document. 297 

Misspellings or typing errors  298 

A23) A misspelling or typing error that does not affect the meaning of a word or the 299 
sentence in which it occurs does not make a document discrepant. For example, a 300 
description of the goods shown as “mashine” instead of “machine”, “fountan pen” 301 
instead of “fountain pen” or “modle” instead of “model” would not be regarded as a 302 
conflict of data under UCP 600 sub-article 14 (d). However, a description shown as, for 303 
example, “model 123” instead of “model 321” will be regarded as a conflict of data 304 
under that sub-article.   305 

Multiple pages and attachments or riders 306 



 

 

A24) When a document consists of more than one page, it must be possible to determine 307 
that the pages are part of the same document. Unless a document provides otherwise, 308 
pages which are physically bound together, sequentially numbered or contain internal 309 
cross references, however named or titled, will meet this requirement and are to be 310 
examined as one document, even if some of the pages are regarded as an attachment 311 
or rider.  312 

A25) When a signature or endorsement is required to be on a document consisting of more 313 
than one page, and the credit or the document itself does not indicate where a 314 
signature or endorsement is to appear, the signature or endorsement may appear 315 
anywhere on that document. 316 

Non-documentary conditions and conflict of data 317 

A26) When a credit contains a condition without stipulating a document to indicate 318 
compliance therewith (“non-documentary condition”), compliance with such 319 
condition need not be evidenced on any stipulated document. However, data 320 
contained in a stipulated document are not to be in conflict with the non-321 
documentary condition. For example, when a credit indicates “packing in wooden 322 
cases” without indicating that such data is to appear on any stipulated document, a 323 
statement in any stipulated document indicating a different type of packing is 324 
considered to be a conflict of data. 325 

Originals and copies  326 

A27) A document bearing an apparently original signature, mark, stamp or label of the 327 
issuer will be considered to be an original unless it states that it is a copy. Banks do not 328 
determine whether such a signature, mark, stamp or label of the issuer has been 329 
applied in a manual or facsimile form and, as such, any document bearing such 330 
method of authentication will satisfy the requirements of UCP 600 article 17.  331 

A28) Documents issued in more than one original may be marked “Original”, “Duplicate”, 332 
“Triplicate”, “First Original”, “Second Original”, etc. None of these markings will 333 
disqualify a document as an original. 334 

A29) a. The number of originals to be presented is to be at least the number required by 335 
the credit or UCP 600.  336 

 b. When a transport document or insurance document indicates how many 337 
originals have been issued, the number of originals stated on the document is to be 338 
presented, except as stated in paragraphs H12) and J7) (c).  339 

 c.  When a credit requires presentation of less than a full set of original transport 340 
documents, (for example, “2/3 original bills of lading”), but does not provide any 341 



 

 

disposal instructions for the remaining original bill of lading, a presentation may 342 
include 3/3 original bills of lading. 343 

 d. When a credit requires, for example, presentation of: 344 

  i. “Invoice”, “One Invoice”, “Invoice in 1 copy” or “Invoice – 1 copy”, it will be 345 
understood to be a requirement for an original invoice. 346 

  ii. “Invoice in 4 copies” or “Invoice in 4 fold” will be satisfied by the presentation 347 
of at least one original invoice and any remaining number as copies.  348 

  iii. “photocopy of invoice” or “copy of invoice” will be satisfied by the 349 
presentation of either a photocopy, copy or, when not prohibited, an original invoice. 350 

  iv. “photocopy of a signed invoice” will be satisfied by the presentation of either 351 
a photocopy or copy of the original invoice that was apparently signed or, when not 352 
prohibited, a signed original invoice.  353 

A30)  a. When a credit prohibits the presentation of an original document by stating, for 354 
example, “photocopy of invoice – original document not acceptable in lieu of 355 
photocopy” or the like, only a photocopy of an invoice or an invoice marked copy is to 356 
be presented. 357 

 b. When a credit requires the presentation of a copy of a transport document and 358 
indicates a disposal instruction for all originals of that document, a presentation is not 359 
to include any original of such document. 360 

A31)  a.  Original documents are to be signed when required by the credit, the document 361 
itself (except as stated in paragraph A37)) or UCP 600. 362 

 b. Copies of document need not be signed, even when a credit states that all 363 
documents are to be manually signed. 364 

c.  Copies of documents need not be signed nor dated. 365 

Shipping marks  366 

A32)  When a credit specifies the details of a shipping mark, documents mentioning the 367 
shipping mark are to show those details. The data in a shipping mark indicated on a 368 
document need not be in the same sequence as those shown in the credit or in any 369 
other stipulated document. 370 

A33) A shipping mark indicated on a document may show data in excess of what would 371 
normally be considered a “shipping mark”, or which is specified in the credit as a 372 
“shipping mark”, by the addition of information such as, but not limited to, the type of 373 



 

 

goods, warnings concerning the handling of fragile goods or net and gross weight of 374 
the goods.  375 

A34)  a. Transport documents covering containerized goods often only show a container 376 
number, with or without a seal number, under the heading “Shipping mark” or similar. 377 
Other documents that show a more detailed marking will not be in conflict for that 378 
reason. 379 

 b. The fact that some documents show additional information as mentioned in 380 
paragraphs A33) and A34) (a), while others do not, will not be regarded as a conflict of 381 
data under UCP 600 sub-article 14 (d). 382 

Signatures 383 

A35) a. A signature, as referred to in paragraph A31) (a), need not be handwritten. 384 
Documents may also be signed with a facsimile signature (for example, a pre-printed 385 
or scanned signature), perforated signature, stamp, symbol (for example, a chop) or 386 
any mechanical or electronic method of authentication.  387 

b. A requirement for a document to be “signed and stamped” or a similar 388 
requirement is satisfied by a signature in the form described in paragraph A35) (a) and 389 
the name of the signing entity typed, stamped, handwritten, pre-printed or scanned 390 
on the document, etc.  391 

c. A statement on a document such as “This document has been electronically 392 
authenticated” or “This document has been produced by electronic means and 393 
requires no signature” or words of similar effect does not, by itself, represent an 394 
electronic method of authentication in accordance with the signature requirements of 395 
UCP 600 article 3. 396 

d. A statement on a document indicating that authentication may be verified or 397 
obtained through a specific reference to a website (URL) constitutes a form of 398 
electronic method of authentication in accordance with the signature requirements of 399 
UCP 600 article 3. Banks will not access such websites to verify or obtain 400 
authentication.  401 

A36) a. A signature on the letterhead paper of a named person or entity is considered to 402 
be the signature of that named person or entity unless otherwise stated. The named 403 
person or entity need not be repeated next to the signature. 404 

b. When a signatory indicates it is signing for [or on behalf of] a branch of the 405 
issuer, the signature will be considered to be that of the issuer. 406 

A37) The fact that a document has a box, field or space for a signature does not in itself 407 
mean that such box, field or space is to be completed with a signature. For example, a 408 



 

 

signature is not required in the space titled “Signature of shipper or their agent” 409 
commonly found on an air waybill or “Signature of shipper” on a road transport 410 
document. Also see paragraph A17) in respect of the requirements for data to appear 411 
in a box, field or space. 412 

A38) When a document includes wording such as “This document is not valid unless 413 
countersigned [or signed] by (name of the person or entity)” or words of similar effect, 414 
the applicable box, field or space is to contain a signature and the name of the person 415 
or entity that is countersigning the document.  416 

Title of documents and combined documents 417 

A39) Documents may be titled as called for in the credit, bear a similar title or be untitled. 418 
The content of a document must appear to fulfil the function of the required 419 
document. For example, a requirement for a “Packing List” will be satisfied by a 420 
document containing packing details whether it is titled “Packing List”, “Packing Note”, 421 
“Packing and Weight List”, etc., or bears no title.  422 

A40) Documents required by a credit are to be presented as separate documents. However, 423 
and as an example, a requirement for an original packing list and an original weight list 424 
will also be satisfied by the presentation of two original combined packing and weight 425 
lists, provided that such documents state both packing and weight details. 426 

A41) A document required by a credit that is to cover more than one function may be 427 
presented as a single document or separate documents that appear to fulfil each 428 
function. For example, a requirement for a Certificate of Quality and Quantity will be 429 
satisfied by the presentation of a single document or by a separate Certificate of 430 
Quality and Certificate of Quantity provided that each document appears to fulfil its 431 
function and is presented in the number of originals and copies as required by the 432 
credit. 433 

DRAFTS AND CALCULATION OF MATURITY DATE 434 

Basic requirement 435 

B1) a. A draft, when required, is to be drawn on the bank stated in the credit. 436 

 b. Banks only examine a draft to the extent described in paragraphs B2)-B17).  437 

Tenor 438 

B2)  a. The tenor stated on a draft is to be in accordance with the terms of the credit. 439 

b. When a credit requires a draft to be drawn at a tenor other than sight or a 440 
certain period after sight, it must be possible to establish the maturity date from the 441 



 

 

data in the draft itself.  442 

For example, when a credit calls for drafts at a tenor 60 days after the bill of lading 443 
date, and when the date of the bill of lading is 14 May 2013, the tenor is to be 444 
indicated on the draft in one of the following ways:  445 

i.  “60 days after bill of lading date 14 May 2013”, or  446 

ii. “60 days after 14 May 2013”, or 447 

iii. “60 days after bill of lading date” and elsewhere on the face of the draft state 448 

“bill of lading date 14 May 2013”, or  449 

iv. “60 days date” on a draft dated the same day as the date of the bill of lading, 450 
or 451 

v.  “13 July 2013”, i.e., 60 days after the bill of lading date. 452 

c.  When the tenor refers to, for example, 60 days after the bill of lading date, the 453 
on board date is deemed to be the bill of lading date even when the on board date is 454 
prior to or later than the date of issuance of the bill of lading. 455 

d.   The words “from” and “after” when used to determine maturity dates of drafts 456 
signify that the calculation of the maturity date commences the day following the date 457 
of the document, shipment or the date of an event stipulated in the credit, for 458 
example, 10 days after or from 4 May is 14 May.  459 

e.   i. When a credit requires a bill of lading and drafts are to be drawn, for 460 
example, at 60 days after or from the bill of lading date and a bill of lading is 461 
presented evidencing unloading and reloading of the goods from one vessel to 462 
another, and showing more than one dated on board notation and indicating that 463 
each shipment was effected from a port within a permitted geographical area or range 464 
of ports, the earliest of these dates is to be used for the calculation of the maturity 465 
date. For example, a credit requires shipment from any European port, and the bill of 466 
lading evidences on board vessel “A” from Dublin on 14 May, with transhipment 467 
effected on board vessel “B” from Rotterdam on 16 May. The draft should reflect 60 468 
days after the earliest on board date in a European port, i.e., 14 May.  469 

 ii. When a credit requires a bill of lading and drafts are to be drawn, for 470 
example, at 60 days after or from the bill of lading date, and a bill of lading is 471 
presented evidencing shipment of goods on the same vessel from more than one port 472 
within a permitted geographical area or range of ports, and shows more than one 473 
dated on board notation, the latest of these dates is to be used for the calculation of 474 
the maturity date. For example, a credit requires shipment from any European port, 475 



 

 

and the bill of lading evidences part of the goods loaded on board vessel “A” from 476 
Dublin on 14 May and the remainder on board the same vessel from Rotterdam on 16 477 
May. The draft should reflect 60 days after the latest on board date, i.e., 16 May. 478 

 iii.  When a credit requires a bill of lading and drafts are to be drawn, for 479 
example, at 60 days after or from the bill of lading date, and more than one set of bills 480 
of lading is presented under one draft, the on board date of the latest bill of lading will 481 
be used for the calculation of the maturity date.  482 

B3) While the examples in paragraphs B2) (e) (i-iii) refer to bill of lading dates, the same 483 
principles apply to any basis for determining a maturity date. 484 

Maturity date 485 

B4) When a draft states a maturity date by using an actual date, that date is to reflect the 486 
terms of the credit. 487 

B5)  For drafts drawn, for example, “at 60 days sight”, the maturity date is established as 488 
follows:  489 

 a.   in the case of a complying presentation, the maturity date will be 60 days after 490 
the day of presentation to the bank on which the draft is drawn, i.e., the issuing bank, 491 
confirming bank or a nominated bank that agrees to act on its nomination (“drawee 492 
bank”).  493 

 b.    in the case of a non-complying presentation: 494 

 i. when such drawee bank has not provided a notice of refusal, the maturity 495 
date will be 60 days after the day of presentation to it; 496 

  ii. when the drawee bank is the issuing bank and it has provided a notice of 497 
refusal at the latest 60 days after the date the issuing bank accepts the waiver of the 498 
applicant;  499 

  iii.  when the drawee bank is a bank other than the issuing bank and it has 500 
provided a notice of refusal, at the latest 60 days after the date of the acceptance 501 
advice of the issuing bank. When such drawee bank does not agree to act on the 502 
acceptance advice of the issuing bank, the undertaking to honour on the due date is 503 
that of the issuing bank. 504 

c. The drawee bank is to advise or confirm the maturity date to the presenter.  505 

B6)  The method of calculation of tenor and maturity dates, as shown above, also applies 506 
to a credit available by deferred payment or, in some cases, negotiation, i.e., when 507 



 

 

there is no requirement for a draft to be presented by the beneficiary.  508 

Banking days, grace days, delays in remittance 509 

B7) Payment is to be made in immediately available funds on the due date at the place 510 
where the draft or documents are payable, provided that such due date is a banking 511 
day in that place. When the due date is a non-banking day, payment is due on the first 512 
banking day following the due date. Delays in the remittance of funds, for example 513 
grace days, the time it takes to remit funds, etc., are not to be in addition to the stated 514 
or agreed due date as defined by the draft or documents. 515 

Drawing and signing 516 

B8) a.   A draft is to be drawn and signed by the beneficiary and to indicate a date of 517 
issuance. 518 

 b.  When the beneficiary or second beneficiary has changed its name, and the 519 
credit mentions the former name, a draft may be drawn in the name of the new entity 520 
provided that it indicates “formerly known as (name of the beneficiary or second 521 
beneficiary)” or words of similar effect. 522 

B9) When a credit indicates the drawee of a draft by only stating the SWIFT address of a 523 
bank, the draft may show the drawee with the same details or the full name of the 524 
bank. 525 

B10) When a credit is available by negotiation with a nominated bank or any bank, the draft 526 
is to be drawn on a bank other than the nominated bank. 527 

B11) When a credit is available by acceptance with any bank, the draft is to be drawn on 528 
the bank that agrees to accept the draft and is thereby willing to act on its nomination. 529 

B12) When a credit is available by acceptance with: 530 

a. a nominated bank or any bank, and the draft is to be drawn on that nominated 531 
bank (which is not a confirming bank), and it decides not to act on its nomination, the 532 
beneficiary may choose to: 533 

 i. draw the draft on the confirming bank, if any, or request that the 534 
presentation be forwarded to the confirming bank in the form as presented;  535 

 ii.  present the documents to another bank that agrees to accept a draft drawn 536 
on it and thereby act on its nomination (applicable only when the credit is available 537 
with any bank); or 538 

 iii. request that the presentation be forwarded to the issuing bank in the form as 539 



 

 

presented with or without a draft drawn on the issuing bank. 540 

b. a confirming bank, and the draft is to be drawn on that confirming bank and the 541 
presentation is non-complying, and it decides not to reinstate its confirmation, the 542 
beneficiary may request that the presentation be forwarded to the issuing bank in the 543 
form as presented, with or without a draft drawn on the issuing bank. 544 

Amounts 545 

B13) A draft is to be drawn for the amount demanded under the presentation. 546 

B14) The amount in words is to accurately reflect the amount in figures when both are 547 
shown, and indicate the currency as stated in the credit. When the amount in words 548 
and figures are in conflict, the amount in words is to be examined as the amount 549 
demanded. 550 

Endorsement 551 

B15) A draft is to be endorsed, if necessary.  552 

Correction and alteration (“correction”) 553 

B16) Any correction of data on a draft is to appear to have been authenticated with the 554 
addition of the signature or initials of the beneficiary.  555 

B17) When no correction of data is allowed in a draft, an issuing bank should have included 556 
a suitable stipulation in its credit. 557 

Drafts drawn on the applicant 558 

B18) a. A credit must not be issued available by a draft drawn on the applicant. 559 

  b. However, when a credit requires the presentation of a draft drawn on the 560 
applicant as one of the required documents, it is to be examined only to the extent 561 
expressly stated in the credit, otherwise according to UCP 600 sub-article 14 (f). 562 

INVOICES 563 

Title of invoice 564 

C1) a. When a credit requires presentation of an “invoice” without further description, 565 
this will be satisfied by the presentation of any type of invoice (commercial invoice, 566 
customs invoice, tax invoice, final invoice, consular invoice, etc.). However, an invoice 567 
is not to be identified as “provisional”, “pro-forma” or the like. 568 

 b. When a credit requires presentation of a “commercial invoice”, this will also be 569 



 

 

satisfied by the presentation of a document titled “invoice”, even when such 570 
document contains a statement that it has been issued for tax purposes. 571 

Issuer of an invoice 572 

C2) a. An invoice is to appear to have been issued by the beneficiary or, in the case of a 573 
transferred credit, the second beneficiary.  574 

 b. When the beneficiary or second beneficiary has changed its name and the credit 575 
mentions the former name, an invoice may be issued in the name of the new entity 576 
provided that it indicates “formerly known as (name of the beneficiary or second 577 
beneficiary)” or words of similar effect. 578 

Description of the goods, services or performance and other general issues 579 
related to invoices 580 

C3)  The description of the goods, services or performance shown on the invoice is to 581 
correspond with the description shown in the credit. There is no requirement for a 582 
mirror image. For example, details of the goods may be stated in a number of areas 583 
within the invoice which, when read together, represent a description of the goods 584 
corresponding to that in the credit.  585 

C4)  The description of goods, services or performance on an invoice is to reflect what has 586 
actually been shipped, delivered or provided. For example, when the goods 587 
description in the credit indicates a requirement for shipment of “10 trucks and 5 588 
tractors”, and only 4 trucks have been shipped, an invoice may indicate shipment of 589 
only 4 trucks provided that the credit did not prohibit partial shipment. An invoice 590 
indicating what has actually been shipped (4 trucks) may also contain the description 591 
of the goods stated in the credit, i.e., 10 trucks and 5 tractors.  592 

C5)  An invoice showing a description of the goods, services or performance that 593 
corresponds with that in the credit may also indicate additional data in respect of the 594 
goods, services or performance provided that they do not appear to refer to a 595 
different nature, classification or category of the goods, services or performance.  596 

   For example, when a credit requires shipment of “Suede Shoes”, but the invoice 597 
describes the goods as “Imitation Suede Shoes”, or when the credit requires 598 
“Hydraulic Drilling Rig”, but the invoice describes the goods as “Second Hand Hydraulic 599 
Drilling Rig”, these descriptions would represent a change in nature, classification or 600 
category of the goods. 601 

C6) An invoice is to indicate: 602 

a. the value of the goods shipped or delivered, or services or performance 603 



 

 

provided.  604 

b. unit price(s), when stated in the credit.  605 

c.   the same currency as that shown in the credit. 606 

  d.   any discount or deduction required by the credit. 607 

C7) When a credit is issued in USD, and the invoice currency is shown as a “$‟ sign, 608 
without further qualification, the invoice will fulfil the requirement of UCP 600 sub-609 
article 18 (a) (iii) of being made out in the same currency as the credit, unless data in 610 
the invoice itself, such as the domicile of the beneficiary is in a country whose 611 
currency is denominated in dollars and/or is commonly referred to with a “$‟ sign, or 612 
another presented document implies that the “$‟ sign may refer to a currency other 613 
than USD.  614 

C8) An invoice may indicate a deduction covering advance payment, discount, etc., that is 615 
not stated in the credit.  616 

C9)  When a trade term is stated as part of the goods description in the credit, an invoice is 617 
to indicate that trade term, and when the source of the trade term is stated, the same 618 
source is to be indicated. For example, a trade term indicated in a credit as “CIF 619 
Singapore Incoterms 2010” is not to be indicated on an invoice as “CIF Singapore” or 620 
“CIF Singapore Incoterms”. However, when a trade term is stated in the credit as “CIF 621 
Singapore” or “CIF Singapore Incoterms”, it may also be indicated on an invoice as “CIF 622 
Singapore Incoterms 2010” or any other revision.  623 

C10)  Additional charges and costs, such as those related to documentation, freight or 624 
insurance costs, are to be included within the value shown against the stated trade 625 
term on the invoice. 626 

C11) An invoice need not be signed or dated.  627 

C12) Any total quantity of goods and their weight or measurement shown on the invoice is 628 
not to conflict with the same data appearing on other documents.  629 

C13) An invoice is not to indicate:  630 

 a.   over-shipment (except as provided in UCP 600 sub-article 30 (b)), or  631 

 b.   goods, services or performance not called for in the credit. This applies even 632 
when the invoice includes additional quantities of goods, services or performance as 633 
required by the credit or samples and advertising material and are stated to be free of 634 
charge.  635 



 

 

C14) The quantity of goods required in the credit may be indicated on an invoice within a 636 
tolerance of +/-5%. A variance of up to +5% in the quantity of the goods does not 637 
allow the amount demanded under the presentation to exceed the amount of the 638 
credit. The tolerance of +/-5% in the quantity of the goods will not apply when:  639 

a.  a credit states that the quantity is not to be exceeded or reduced; or 640 

b.  a credit states the quantity in terms of a stipulated number of packing 641 
units or individual items.  642 

C15) When no quantity of goods is stated in the credit, and partial shipments are 643 
prohibited, an invoice issued for an amount up to 5% less than the credit amount will 644 
be considered to cover the full quantity and not a partial shipment. 645 

Instalment drawings or shipments  646 

C16) a.  i. When a drawing or shipment by instalments within given periods is stipulated 647 
in the credit, and any instalment is not drawn or shipped within the period allowed for 648 
that instalment, the credit ceases to be available for that and any subsequent 649 
instalment. Given periods are a sequence of dates or timelines that determine a start 650 
and end date for each instalment. For example, a credit requiring shipment of 100 cars 651 
in March and 100 cars in April is an example of two periods of time that start on 1 652 
March and 1 April and end on 31 March and 30 April respectively. 653 

ii. When partial drawings or shipments are allowed, any number of drawings or 654 
shipments is permitted within each instalment.  655 

b. When a credit indicates a drawing or shipment schedule by only indicating a 656 
number of latest dates, and not given periods (as referred to in paragraph C15) (a) (i):  657 

 i. this is not an instalment schedule as envisaged by UCP 600, and article 32 will 658 
not apply. The presentation is to otherwise comply with any instructions in respect of 659 
the drawing or shipment schedule and UCP 600 article 31; 660 

 ii. when partial drawings or shipments are allowed, any number of drawings or 661 
shipments is permitted on or before each latest date for a drawing or shipment to 662 
occur. 663 

 664 

TRANSPORT DOCUMENT COVERING AT LEAST TWO DIFFERENT MODES OF 665 
TRANSPORT (“multimodal or combined transport document”) 666 

Application of UCP 600 article 19 667 



 

 

D1)   a. A requirement in a credit for the presentation of a transport document, however 668 
named, covering movement of goods utilizing at least two different modes of 669 
transport means that UCP 600 article 19 is to be applied in the examination of that 670 
document.  671 

  b. i. A multimodal or combined transport document is not to indicate that 672 
shipment or dispatch has been effected by only one mode of transport, but it may be 673 
silent regarding some or all of the modes of transport utilized.  674 

    ii.  A multimodal or combined transport document is not to contain any 675 
indication of a charter party as described in paragraphs G2) (a) and (b). 676 

  c. When a credit requires the presentation of a transport document other than a 677 
multimodal or combined transport document, and it is clear from the routing of the 678 
goods stated in the credit that more than one mode of transport is to be utilized, for 679 
example, when an inland place of receipt or final destination are indicated, or the port 680 
of loading or discharge field is completed but with a place which is in fact an inland 681 
place and not a port, UCP 600 article 19 is to be applied in the examination of that 682 
document. 683 

D2)  In all places where the term “multimodal transport document” is used within this 684 
publication, it also includes the term “combined transport document”. The transport 685 
document presented need not be titled “Multimodal transport document” or 686 
“Combined transport document” or words of similar effect even when the credit so 687 
names the required document.  688 

Issuance, carrier, identification of the carrier and signing of a multimodal 689 
transport document 690 

D3) a. A multimodal transport document may be issued by any entity other than a 691 
carrier or master (captain) provided it meets the requirements of UCP 600 article 19.  692 

b. When a credit indicates “Freight Forwarder’s Multimodal Transport Document is 693 
acceptable” or “House Multimodal Transport Document is acceptable” or words of 694 
similar effect, a multimodal transport document may be signed by the issuing entity 695 
without it being necessary to indicate the capacity in which it has been signed or the 696 
name of the carrier. 697 

D4) A stipulation in a credit that “Freight Forwarder’s Multimodal Transport Documents 698 
are not acceptable” or “House Multimodal Transport Documents are not acceptable” 699 
or words of similar effect has no meaning in the context of the title, format, content or 700 
signing of a multimodal transport document unless the credit provides specific 701 
requirements detailing how the multimodal transport document is to be issued and 702 



 

 

signed. In the absence of these requirements, such a stipulation is to be disregarded, 703 
and the multimodal transport document presented is to be examined according to the 704 
requirements of UCP 600 article 19. 705 

D5) a. A multimodal transport document is to be signed in the form described in UCP 706 
600 sub-article 19 (a) (i) and to indicate the name of the carrier, identified as the 707 
carrier. 708 

b. When a multimodal transport document is signed by a named branch of the 709 
carrier, the signature is considered to have been made by the carrier. 710 
 711 
c. When an agent signs a multimodal transport document for [or on behalf of] the 712 
carrier, the agent is to be named and, in addition, to indicate that it is signing as 713 
“agent for (name), the carrier” or as “agent on behalf of (name), the carrier” or words 714 
of similar effect. When the carrier is identified elsewhere in the document as the 715 
“carrier”, the named agent may sign, for example, as “agent for [or on behalf of] the 716 
carrier” without naming the carrier again. 717 

 718 
d. When the master (captain) signs a multimodal transport document, the 719 
signature of the master (captain) is to be identified as the “master” (“captain”). The 720 
name of the master (captain) need not be stated. 721 

e. When the master (captain) signs a multimodal transport document, the 722 
signature may be accompanied by a stamp that incorporates the name of the 723 
vessel. Even if the stamp also mentions the name of the owner, the multimodal 724 
transport document will be considered to have been signed by the master 725 
(captain). This stamp is often referred to as the ‘ship’s stamp’. 726 

f. When an agent signs a multimodal transport document for [or on behalf of] the 727 
master (captain), the agent is to be named and, in addition, to indicate that it is 728 
signing as “agent for the master (or captain)” or as “agent on behalf of the master (or 729 
captain)” or words of similar effect. The name of the master (captain) need not be 730 
stated. 731 

 732 

On board notation, date of shipment, place of receipt, dispatch, taking in 733 

charge, port of loading or airport of departure 734 

D6)   The issuance date of a multimodal transport document will be deemed to be the date 735 
of receipt, dispatch, taking in charge or shipment on board and the date of shipment, 736 
unless it bears a separate dated notation evidencing receipt, dispatch, taking in charge 737 
or shipment on board from the place, port or airport stated in the credit. In the latter 738 
event, such date will be deemed to be the date of shipment whether that date is 739 
before or after the issuance date of the multimodal transport document. A separate 740 



 

 

dated notation may also be indicated in a designated field or box. 741 

D7) When a credit requires shipment to commence from a port, i.e., when the first leg of 742 
the journey, as required by the credit, is by sea, a multimodal transport document is to 743 
indicate a dated on board notation, and in this event paragraph E6) (b-d) will also 744 
apply. 745 

D8) In a multimodal transport document, when a credit requires shipment to commence 746 
from a port, the named port of loading should appear in the port of loading field. 747 
However, it may also be stated in the field headed “Place of receipt” or words of 748 
similar effect, provided there is a dated on board notation evidencing that the goods 749 
were shipped on board a named vessel at the port stated under “Place of receipt” or 750 
words of similar effect. 751 

D9) A multimodal transport document is to indicate the place of receipt, dispatch, taking 752 
in charge, port of loading or airport of departure stated in the credit. When a credit 753 
indicates the place of receipt, dispatch, taking in charge, port of loading or airport of 754 
departure by also stating the country in which the place, port or airport is located, the 755 
name of the country need not be stated.  756 

D10) When a credit indicates a geographical area or range of places of receipt, dispatch, 757 
taking in charge, ports of loading or airports of departure (for example, “Any European 758 
Country” or “Hamburg, Rotterdam, Antwerp Port”), a multimodal transport document 759 
is to indicate the actual place of receipt, dispatch, taking in charge, port of loading or 760 
airport of departure, which is to be within that geographical area or range of places. A 761 
multimodal transport document need not indicate the geographical area. 762 

D11)  Terms such as “Shipped in apparent good order”, “Laden on board”, “Clean on board” 763 
or other phrases that incorporate “shipped” or “on board” have the same effect as the 764 
words “Shipped on board”.  765 

Place of final destination, port of discharge or airport of destination 766 

D12)  a. In a multimodal transport document, when a credit requires shipment to be 767 
effected to a port, the named port of discharge should appear in the port of discharge 768 
field.  769 

b. However, the named port of discharge may be stated in the field headed “Place 770 
of final destination” or words of similar effect provided there is a notation evidencing 771 
that the port of discharge is that stated under “Place of final destination” or words of 772 
similar effect. For example, when a credit requires shipment to be effected to 773 
Felixstowe, but Felixstowe is shown as the place of final destination instead of the port 774 
of discharge, this may be evidenced by a notation stating “Port of discharge 775 
Felixstowe”.  776 



 

 

D13) A multimodal transport document is to indicate the place of final destination, port of 777 
discharge or airport of destination stated in the credit. When a credit indicates the 778 
place of final destination port of discharge or airport of destination by also stating the 779 
country in which the place or port is located, the name of the country need not be 780 
stated.  781 

D14) When a credit indicates a geographical area or range of places of final destination,  782 
ports of discharge or airports of destination (for example, “Any European Country” or 783 
“Hamburg, Rotterdam, Antwerp Port”), a multimodal transport document is to 784 
indicate the actual place of final destination, port of discharge or airport of 785 
destination, which is to be within that geographical area or range of places. A 786 
multimodal transport document need not indicate the geographical area. 787 

Original multimodal transport document 788 

D15)  a. A multimodal transport document is to indicate the number of originals that 789 
have been issued. 790 

 b. Multimodal transport documents marked “First Original”, “Second Original”, 791 
“Third Original”, or “Original”, “Duplicate”, “Triplicate” or similar expressions are all 792 
originals. 793 

Consignee, order party, shipper and endorsement, and notify party 794 

D16)  When a credit requires a multimodal transport document to evidence that goods are 795 
consigned to a named entity, for example, “consigned to (named entity)” (i.e., a 796 
“straight” multimodal transport document or consignment) rather than “to order” or 797 
“to order of (named entity)”, it is not to contain the expressions “to order” or “to 798 
order of” preceding the named entity, or the expression “or order” following the 799 
named entity, whether typed or pre-printed.   800 

D17) a. When a multimodal transport document is issued “to order” or “to order of the 801 
shipper”, it is to be endorsed by the shipper. An endorsement may be made by a 802 
named entity other than the shipper, provided the endorsement is made for [or on 803 
behalf of] the shipper.  804 

   b. When a credit requires a multimodal transport document to evidence that goods 805 
are consigned “to order of (named entity)”, it is not to indicate that the goods are 806 
straight consigned to that named entity. 807 

D18)  a. When a credit stipulates the details of one or more notify parties, a multimodal 808 
transport document may also indicate the details of one or more additional notify 809 
parties. 810 



 

 

 b. i. When a credit does not stipulate the details of a notify party, a multimodal 811 
transport document may indicate the details of any notify party and in any manner 812 
(except as stated in paragraph D18) (b) (ii)). 813 

 ii. When a credit does not stipulate the details of a notify party, but the details 814 
of the applicant appear as notify party on a multimodal transport document, and 815 
these details include the applicant’s address and contact details, they are not to 816 
conflict with those stated in the credit. 817 

D19) When a credit requires a multimodal transport document to evidence goods 818 
consigned to or to the order of “issuing bank” or “applicant” or notify “applicant” or 819 
“issuing bank”, a multimodal transport document is to indicate the name of the issuing 820 
bank or applicant, as applicable, but need not indicate their respective addresses or 821 
any contact details that may be stated in the credit.  822 

D20) When the address and contact details of the applicant appear as part of the consignee 823 
or notify party details, they are not to conflict with those stated in the credit. 824 

Transhipment, partial shipment and determining the presentation period 825 

when multiple sets of multimodal transport documents are presented 826 

D21)  In multimodal transport transhipment will occur. Transhipment is the unloading and 827 
reloading of goods from one means of conveyance to another means of conveyance 828 
(whether or not in different modes of transport) during the carriage of those goods 829 
from the place of receipt, dispatch or taking in charge, port of loading or airport of 830 
departure to the place of final destination, port of discharge or airport of destination 831 
stated in the credit. 832 

D22)  Shipment on more than one means of conveyance (more than one truck [lorry], vessel, 833 
aircraft, etc.) is a partial shipment, even when such means of conveyance leaves on 834 
the same day for the same destination. 835 

D23) a. When a credit prohibits partial shipment, and more than one set of original 836 
multimodal transport documents are presented covering receipt, dispatch, taking in 837 
charge or shipment from one or more points of origin (as specifically allowed, or 838 
within a geographical area or range of places stated in the credit), each set is to 839 
indicate that it covers the carriage of goods on the same means of conveyance and 840 
same journey and that the goods are destined for the same destination.  841 

 b.  When a credit prohibits partial shipment, and more than one set of original 842 
multimodal transport documents are presented in accordance with paragraph D23) (a) 843 
and incorporate different dates of receipt, dispatch, taking in charge, or shipment, the 844 
latest of these dates is to be used for the calculation of any presentation period and 845 
must fall on or before the latest date of receipt, dispatch, taking in charge or shipment 846 



 

 

stated in the credit. 847 

c.  When partial shipment is allowed, and more than one set of original multimodal 848 
transport documents are presented as part of a single presentation made under one 849 
covering schedule or letter and incorporate different dates of receipt, dispatch, taking 850 
in charge or shipment, on different means of conveyance, the earliest of these dates is 851 
to be used for the calculation of any presentation period, and each of these dates 852 
must fall on or before the latest date of receipt, dispatch, taking in charge or shipment 853 
stated in the credit. 854 

Clean multimodal transport document 855 

D24) A multimodal transport document is not to include a clause or clauses that expressly 856 
declare a defective condition of the goods or their packaging. 857 

For example: 858 

a.  A clause on a multimodal transport document such as “packaging is not 859 
sufficient for the sea journey” or words of similar effect is an example of a clause 860 
expressly declaring a defective condition of the packaging. 861 

b.  A clause on a multimodal transport document such as “packaging may not be 862 
sufficient for the sea journey” or words of similar effect does not expressly declare a 863 
defective condition of the packaging. 864 

D25)  a. It is not necessary for the word “clean” to appear on a multimodal transport 865 
document even when the credit requires a multimodal transport document to be 866 
marked “clean on board” or “clean”.  867 

  b. Deletion of the word “clean” on a multimodal transport document does not 868 
expressly declare a defective condition of the goods or their packaging. 869 

Goods description 870 

D26)  A goods description indicated on a multimodal transport document may be in general 871 
terms not in conflict with the goods description in the credit. 872 

Indication of name and address of delivery agent at destination 873 

D27) When a credit requires a multimodal transport document to indicate the name, 874 
address and contact details of a delivery agent or words of similar effect, at or for the 875 
place of final destination or port of discharge, the address need not be one that is 876 
located at the place of destination or port of discharge or within the same country as 877 
that of the place of destination or port of discharge. 878 



 

 

Corrections and alterations (“corrections”) 879 

D28)  Any correction of data on a multimodal transport document is to be authenticated. 880 
Such authentication is to appear to have been made by the carrier, master (captain) or 881 
any one of their named agents, who may be different from the agent that may have 882 
issued or signed a multimodal transport document, provided they are identified as an 883 
agent of the carrier or master (captain).  884 

D29)  Non-negotiable copies of a multimodal transport document need not include 885 
authentication of any corrections that may have been made on the original.  886 

Freight and additional costs 887 

D30)  A statement appearing on a multimodal transport document indicating the payment 888 
of freight need not be identical to that stated in the credit, but is not to conflict with 889 
data in that document, any other stipulated document or the credit. For example, 890 
when a credit requires a multimodal transport document to be marked “freight 891 
payable at destination”, it may be marked “freight collect”. 892 

D31)  a. When a credit states that costs additional to freight are not acceptable, a 893 
multimodal transport document is not to indicate that costs additional to the freight 894 
have been or will be incurred.  895 

  b. An indication of costs additional to freight may be made by express reference to 896 
additional costs or by the use of trade terms which refer to costs associated with the 897 
loading or unloading of goods, such as, but not limited to, Free In (FI), Free Out (FO), 898 
Free In and Out (FIO) and Free In and Out Stowed (FIOS).  899 

  c. Reference in a multimodal transport document to costs which may be levied, for 900 
example, as a result of a delay in unloading the goods, or after the goods have been 901 
unloaded (demurrage costs) or costs covering the late return of containers (detention 902 
costs) is not an indication of costs additional to freight.  903 

Release of goods with more than one multimodal transport document to be 904 
surrendered 905 

D32)   A multimodal transport document is not to expressly state that goods covered by that 906 
multimodal transport document will only be released upon its surrender together with 907 
one or more other multimodal transport documents, unless all of the referenced 908 
multimodal transport documents form part of the same presentation under the same 909 
credit.  910 

  For example, “Container XXXX is covered by B/L No. YYY and ZZZ, and can only be 911 
released to a single merchant upon presentation of all multimodal transport 912 



 

 

documents of that merchant” is considered to be an express statement that one or 913 
more other multimodal transport documents, related to the referenced container or 914 
packing unit, must be surrendered prior to the goods being released. 915 

BILL OF LADING 916 

Application of UCP 600 Article 20 917 

E1)  a. A requirement in a credit for the presentation of a transport document, however 918 
named, only covering a port-to-port shipment, i.e., a credit that contains no reference 919 
to a place of receipt or taking in charge or place of final destination means that UCP 920 
600 article 20 is to be applied in the examination of that document.  921 

 b. A bill of lading is not to contain any indication of a charter party as described in 922 
paragraphs G2) (a) and (b). 923 

E2)  A bill of lading need not be titled “marine bill of lading”, “ocean bill of lading”, “port-924 
to-port bill of lading” or words of similar effect even when the credit so names the 925 
required document.  926 

Issuance, carrier, identification of the carrier and signing of a bill of lading 927 

E3)   a. A bill of lading may be issued by any entity other than a carrier or master 928 
(captain), provided it meets the requirements of UCP 600 article 20.  929 

b. When a credit indicates “Freight Forwarder’s Bill of Lading is acceptable” or 930 
“House Bill of Lading is acceptable” or words of similar effect, a bill of lading may be 931 
signed by the issuing entity without it being necessary to indicate the capacity in 932 
which it has been signed or the name of the carrier.  933 

E4) A stipulation in a credit that “Freight Forwarder’s Bills of Lading are not acceptable” or 934 
“House Bills of Lading are not acceptable” or words of similar effect has no meaning in 935 
the context of the title, format, content or signing of a bill of lading unless the credit 936 
provides specific requirements detailing how the bill of lading is to be issued and 937 
signed. In the absence of these requirements, such a stipulation is to be disregarded, 938 
and the bill of lading presented is to be examined according to the requirements of 939 
UCP 600 article 20. 940 

E5) a. A bill of lading is to be signed in the form described in UCP 600 sub-article 20 (a) 941 
(i) and to indicate the name of the carrier, identified as the carrier. 942 

b. When a bill of lading is signed by a named branch of the carrier, the signature is 943 
considered to have been made by the carrier. 944 

c.  When an agent signs a bill of lading for [or on behalf of] the carrier, the agent is 945 



 

 

to be named and, in addition, to indicate that it is signing as “agent for (name), the 946 
carrier” or as “agent on behalf of (name), the carrier” or words of similar effect. When 947 
the carrier is identified elsewhere in the document as the “carrier”, the named agent 948 
may sign, for example, as “agent for [or on behalf of] the carrier” without naming the 949 
carrier again. 950 

d. When the master (captain) signs a bill of lading, the signature of the master 951 
(captain) is to be identified as the “master” (“captain”). The name of the 952 
master (captain) need not be stated. 953 

e When the master (captain) signs a bill of lading, the signature may be accompanied by a 954 
stamp that incorporates the name of the vessel. Even if the stamp also mentions the name 955 
of the owner, the bill of lading will be considered to have been signed by the master 956 
(captain). This stamp is often referred to as the ‘ship’s stamp’. 957 

 f. When an agent signs a bill of lading for [or on behalf of] the master (captain), the 958 
agent is to be named and, in addition, to indicate that it is signing as “agent for the 959 
master (or captain)”, or as “agent on behalf of the master (or captain)” or words of 960 
similar effect. The name of the master (captain) need not be stated. 961 

On board notation, date of shipment, pre-carriage, place of receipt and port 962 

of loading 963 

E6) a. When a pre-printed “Shipped on board” bill of lading is presented, its issuance 964 
date will be deemed to be the date of shipment unless it bears a separate dated on 965 
board notation. In the latter event, such date will be deemed to be the date of 966 
shipment whether that date is before or after the issuance date of the bill of lading. 967 
The on board date may also be indicated in a designated field or box.  968 

b. Notwithstanding that a credit may require a bill of lading to evidence a port-to-969 
port shipment:  970 

 i. when a bill of lading indicates a place of receipt that is the same as the port 971 
of loading, for example, place of receipt Rotterdam CY and the port of loading 972 
Rotterdam, and there is no indication of a means of pre-carriage (either in the pre-973 
carriage field or the place of receipt field); or 974 

 ii.  when a bill of lading indicates a place of receipt different from the port of 975 
loading, for example, place of receipt Amsterdam and port of loading Rotterdam, and 976 
there is no indication of a means of pre-carriage (either in the pre-carriage field or the 977 
place of receipt field), then: 978 

   (a)  when a bill of lading is pre-printed “shipped on board”, the date of issue will 979 
be deemed to be the date of shipment, and no further on board notation is required.  980 



 

 

   (b)  when a bill of lading is pre-printed “received for shipment”, a dated on 981 
board notation is required, and the date appearing in the notation will be deemed to 982 
be the date of shipment. The on board date may also be indicated in a designated field 983 
or box. 984 

c. Notwithstanding that a credit may require a bill of lading to evidence a port-to-985 
port shipment, when a bill of lading:  986 

 i. indicates a place of receipt different from the port of loading, for example, 987 
place of receipt Amsterdam and port of loading Rotterdam, and there is an indication 988 
of a means of pre-carriage (either in the pre-carriage field or the place of receipt field), 989 
regardless of whether it is pre-printed “shipped on board” or “received for shipment”, 990 
it is to bear a dated on board notation which also indicates the name of the vessel and 991 
the port of loading stated in the credit. Such notation may also appear in a designated 992 
field or box. The date appearing in the on board notation or designated field or box 993 
will be deemed to be the date of shipment. 994 

 ii. indicates a means of pre-carriage (either in the pre-carriage field or the place 995 
of receipt field), no matter if no place of receipt is stated or whether it is pre-printed 996 
“shipped on board” or “received for shipment”, it is to bear a dated on board notation 997 
which also indicates the name of the vessel and the port of loading stated in the 998 
credit. Such notation may also appear in a designated field or box. The date appearing 999 
in the on board notation or designated field or box will be deemed to be the date of 1000 
shipment. 1001 

d. When a bill of lading indicates wording such as “When the place of receipt box 1002 
has been completed, any notation on this bill of lading of “on board”, “loaded on 1003 
board” or words of similar effect shall be deemed to be on board the means of 1004 
transportation performing the carriage from the place of receipt to the port of 1005 
loading” or words of similar effect, and if, in addition, the place of receipt box is 1006 
completed, a bill of lading is to bear a dated on board notation. The dated on board 1007 
notation is also to indicate the name of the vessel and the port of loading stated in the 1008 
credit. Such notation may also appear in a designated field or box. The date appearing 1009 
in the on board notation or designated field or box will be deemed to be the date of 1010 
shipment.  1011 

e. The named port of loading, as required by the credit, should appear in the port 1012 
of loading field on a bill of lading. However, it may also be stated in the field headed 1013 
“Place of receipt” or words of similar effect, provided there is a dated on board 1014 
notation evidencing that the goods were shipped on board a named vessel at the port 1015 
stated under “Place of receipt” or words of similar effect. 1016 



 

 

f. A bill of lading is to indicate the port of loading stated in the credit. When a 1017 
credit indicates the port of loading by also stating the country in which the port is 1018 
located, the name of the country need not be stated. 1019 

g.  When a credit indicates a geographical area or range of ports of loading (for 1020 
example, “Any European Port” or “Hamburg, Rotterdam, Antwerp Port”), a bill of 1021 
lading is to indicate the actual port of loading, which is to be within that geographical 1022 
area or range of ports. A bill of lading need not indicate the geographical area. 1023 

  h. When a bill of lading indicates more than one port of loading, it is to evidence an 1024 
on board notation with the relevant on board date for each port of loading, regardless 1025 
of whether it is pre-printed “received for shipment” or “shipped on board”. For 1026 
example, when a bill of lading indicates that shipment has been effected from 1027 
Brisbane and Adelaide, a dated on board notation is required for both Brisbane and 1028 
Adelaide. 1029 

E7) Terms such as “Shipped in apparent good order”, “Laden on board”, “Clean on board” 1030 
or other phrases that incorporate “shipped” or “on board” have the same effect as the 1031 
words “Shipped on board”.  1032 

Port of discharge 1033 

E8)   a. The named port of discharge, as required by the credit, should appear in the 1034 
port of discharge field within a bill of lading.  1035 

b.  However, the named port of discharge may be stated in the field headed “Place 1036 
of final destination” or words of similar effect provided there is a notation evidencing 1037 
that the port of discharge is that stated under “Place of final destination” or words of 1038 
similar effect. For example, when a credit requires shipment to be effected to 1039 
Felixstowe, but Felixstowe is shown as the place of final destination instead of the port 1040 
of discharge, this may be evidenced by a notation stating “Port of discharge 1041 
Felixstowe”.  1042 

E9) A bill of lading is to indicate the port of discharge stated in the credit. When a credit 1043 
indicates the port of discharge by also stating the country in which the port is located, 1044 
the name of the country need not be stated. 1045 

E10) When a credit indicates a geographical area or range of ports of discharge (for 1046 
example, “Any European Port” or “Hamburg, Rotterdam, Antwerp Port”), a bill of 1047 
lading is to indicate the actual port of discharge, which is to be within that 1048 
geographical area or range of ports. A bill of lading need not indicate the geographical 1049 
area. 1050 

Original bill of lading 1051 



 

 

E11)  a. A bill of lading is to indicate the number of originals that have been issued. 1052 

b. Bills of lading marked “First Original”, “Second Original”, “Third Original”, or 1053 
“Original”, “Duplicate”, “Triplicate” or similar expressions are all originals. 1054 

Consignee, order party, shipper and endorsement, and notify party 1055 

E12)  When a credit requires a bill of lading to evidence that goods are consigned to a 1056 
named entity, for example, “consigned to (named entity)” (i.e., a “straight” bill of 1057 
lading or consignment) rather than “to order” or “to order of (named entity)”, it is not 1058 
to contain the expressions “to order” or “to order of” preceding the named entity, or 1059 
the expression “or order” following the named entity, whether typed or pre-printed.  1060 

E13) a. When a bill of lading is issued “to order” or “to order of the shipper”, it is to be 1061 
endorsed by the shipper. An endorsement may be made by a named entity other than 1062 
the shipper, provided the endorsement is made for [or on behalf of] the shipper. 1063 

  b. When a credit requires a bill of lading to evidence that goods are consigned “to 1064 
order of (named entity)”, it is not to indicate that the goods are straight consigned to 1065 
that named entity.  1066 

E14) a. When a credit stipulates the details of one or more notify parties, a bill of lading 1067 
may also indicate the details of one or more additional notify parties.  1068 

  b. i. When a credit does not stipulate the details of a notify party, a bill of lading 1069 
may indicate the details of any notify party and in any manner (except as stated in 1070 
paragraph E14) (b) (ii)).   1071 

    ii. When a credit does not stipulate the details of a notify party, but the details 1072 
of the applicant appear as notify party on a bill of lading, and these details include the 1073 
applicant’s address and contact details, they are not to conflict with those stated in 1074 
the credit. 1075 

E15) When a credit requires a bill of lading to evidence goods consigned to or to the order 1076 
of “issuing bank” or “applicant“ or notify “applicant” or “issuing bank”, a bill of lading 1077 
is to indicate the name of the issuing bank or applicant, as applicable, but need not 1078 
indicate their respective addresses or any contact details that may be stated in the 1079 
credit.  1080 

E16) When the address and contact details of the applicant appear as part of the consignee 1081 
or notify party details, they are not to conflict with those stated in the credit. 1082 

Transhipment, partial shipment and determining the presentation period 1083 

when multiple sets of bills of lading are presented 1084 



 

 

E17)  Transhipment is the unloading and reloading of goods from one vessel to another 1085 
during the carriage of those goods from the port of loading to the port of discharge 1086 
stated in the credit. When a bill of lading does not indicate unloading and reloading 1087 
between these two ports, it is not transhipment in the context of the credit and UCP 1088 
600 sub-articles 20 (b) and (c). 1089 

E18) Shipment on more than one vessel is a partial shipment, even if each vessel leaves on 1090 
the same day for the same destination. 1091 

E19) a. When a credit prohibits partial shipment, and more than one set of original bills 1092 
of lading are presented covering shipment from one or more ports of loading (as 1093 
specifically allowed, or within a geographical area or range of ports stated in the 1094 
credit), each set is to indicate that it covers the shipment of goods on the same vessel 1095 
and same journey and that the goods are destined for the same port of discharge.  1096 

 b. When a credit prohibits partial shipment, and more than one set of original bills 1097 
of lading are presented in accordance with paragraph E19) (a) and incorporate 1098 
different dates of shipment, the latest of these dates is to be used for the calculation 1099 
of any presentation period and must fall on or before the latest shipment date stated 1100 
in the credit. 1101 

c. When partial shipment is allowed, and more than one set of original bills of 1102 
lading are presented as part of a single presentation made under one covering 1103 
schedule or letter and incorporate different dates of shipment, on different vessels or 1104 
the same vessel for a different journey, the earliest of these dates is to be used for the 1105 
calculation of any presentation period, and each of these dates must fall on or before 1106 
the latest shipment date stated in the credit.  1107 

Clean bill of lading 1108 

E20) A bill of lading is not to include a clause or clauses that expressly declare a defective 1109 
condition of the goods or their packaging. 1110 

For example: 1111 

a.  A clause on a bill of lading such as “packaging is not sufficient for the sea 1112 
journey” or words of similar effect is an example of a clause expressly declaring a 1113 
defective condition of the packaging. 1114 

b.  A clause on a bill of lading such as “packaging may not be sufficient for the sea 1115 
journey” or words of similar effect does not expressly declare a defective condition of 1116 
the packaging. 1117 

E21)  a. It is not necessary for the word “clean” to appear on a bill of lading even when 1118 
the credit requires a bill of lading to be marked “clean on board” or “clean”.  1119 



 

 

  b. Deletion of the word “clean” on a bill of lading does not expressly declare a 1120 
defective condition of the goods or their packaging. 1121 

Goods description 1122 

E22)  A goods description indicated on a bill of lading may be in general terms not in conflict 1123 
with the goods description in the credit. 1124 

Indication of name and address of delivery agent at port of discharge 1125 

E23) When a credit requires a bill of lading to indicate the name, address and contact 1126 
details of a delivery agent or words of similar effect, at or for the port of discharge, the 1127 
address need not be one that is located at the port of discharge or within the same 1128 
country as that of the port of discharge.  1129 

Corrections and alterations (“corrections”) 1130 

E24)   Any correction of data on a bill of lading is to be authenticated. Such authentication is 1131 
to appear to have been made by the carrier, master (captain) or any one of their 1132 
named agents, who may be different from the agent that may have issued or signed a 1133 
bill of lading, provided they are identified as an agent of the carrier or the master 1134 
(captain).  1135 

E25)   Non-negotiable copies of a bill of lading need not include authentication of any 1136 
corrections that may have been made on the original.  1137 

Freight and additional costs 1138 

E26)   A statement appearing on a bill of lading indicating the payment of freight need not be 1139 
identical to that stated in the credit, but is not to conflict with data in that document, 1140 
any other stipulated document or the credit. For example, when a credit requires a bill 1141 
of lading to be marked “freight payable at destination”, it may be marked “freight 1142 
collect”.  1143 

E27)   a. When a credit states that costs additional to freight are not acceptable, a bill of 1144 
lading is not to indicate that costs additional to the freight have been or will be 1145 
incurred.  1146 

  b. An indication of costs additional to freight may be made by express reference to 1147 
additional costs or by the use of trade terms which refer to costs associated with the 1148 
loading or unloading of goods, such as, but not limited to, Free In (FI), Free Out (FO), 1149 
Free In and Out (FIO) and Free In and Out Stowed (FIOS).  1150 

c. Reference in a bill of lading to costs which may be levied, for example, as a result 1151 



 

 

of a delay in unloading the goods, or after the goods have been unloaded (demurrage 1152 
costs) or costs covering the late return of containers (detention costs) is not an 1153 
indication of costs additional to freight.  1154 

Release of goods with more than one bill of lading to be surrendered 1155 

E28) A bill of lading is not to expressly state that goods covered by that bill of lading will 1156 
only be released upon its surrender together with one or more other bills of lading, 1157 
unless all of the referenced bills of lading form part of the same presentation under 1158 
the same credit.  1159 

 For example, “Container XXXX is covered by B/L No. YYY and ZZZ and can only be 1160 
released to a single merchant upon presentation of all bills of lading of that merchant” 1161 
is considered to be an express statement that one or more other bills of lading, related 1162 
to the referenced container or packing unit, must be surrendered prior to the goods 1163 
being released. 1164 

NON-NEGOTIABLE SEA WAYBILL  1165 

Application of UCP 600 Article 21 1166 

F1)  a. A requirement in a credit for the presentation of a non-negotiable sea waybill, 1167 
covering a port-to-port shipment only, i.e., a credit that contains no reference to a 1168 
place of receipt or taking in charge or place of final destination means that UCP 600 1169 
article 21 is to be applied in the examination of that document.  1170 

 b. A non-negotiable sea waybill is not to contain any indication of a charter party as 1171 
described in paragraphs G2) (a) and (b). 1172 

Issuance, carrier, identification of the carrier and signing of a non-negotiable 1173 

sea waybill 1174 

F2)   a. A non-negotiable sea waybill may be issued by any entity other than a carrier or 1175 
master (captain) provided it meets the requirements of UCP 600 article 21.  1176 

 b. When a credit indicates “Freight Forwarder’s non-negotiable sea waybill is 1177 
acceptable” or “House non-negotiable sea waybill is acceptable” or words of similar 1178 
effect, a non-negotiable sea waybill may be signed by the issuing entity without it 1179 
being necessary to indicate the capacity in which it has been signed or the name of the 1180 
carrier.  1181 

F3) A stipulation in a credit that “Freight Forwarder’s non-negotiable sea waybill is not 1182 
acceptable” or “House non-negotiable sea waybill is not acceptable” or words of 1183 
similar effect has no meaning in the context of the title, format, content or signing of a 1184 



 

 

non-negotiable sea waybill unless the credit provides specific requirements detailing 1185 
how the non-negotiable sea waybill is to be issued and signed. In the absence of these 1186 
requirements, such a stipulation is to be disregarded, and the non-negotiable sea 1187 
waybill presented is to be examined according to the requirements of UCP 600 article 1188 
21. 1189 

F4) a. A non-negotiable sea waybill is to be signed in the form described in UCP 600 1190 
sub-article 21 (a) (i) and to indicate the name of the carrier, identified as the carrier. 1191 

b.  When a non-negotiable sea waybill is signed by a named branch of the carrier, 1192 
the signature is considered to have been made by the carrier. 1193 

c.  When an agent signs a non-negotiable sea waybill for [or on behalf of] the 1194 
carrier, the agent is to be named and, in addition, to indicate that it is signing as 1195 
“agent for (name), the carrier” or as “agent on behalf of (name), the carrier” or words 1196 
of similar effect. When the carrier is identified elsewhere in the document as the 1197 
“carrier”, the named agent may sign, for example, as “agent for [or on behalf of] the 1198 
carrier” without naming the carrier again. 1199 

d. When the master (captain) signs a non-negotiable sea waybill, the 1200 
signature of the master (captain) is to be identified as the “master” 1201 
(“captain”). The name of the master (captain) need not be stated. 1202 

e. When the master (captain) signs a non-negotiable sea waybill, the 1203 
signature may be accompanied by a stamp that incorporates the name of the 1204 
vessel. Even if the stamp also mentions the name of the owner, the non-1205 
negotiable sea waybill will be considered to have been signed by the master 1206 
(captain). This stamp is often referred to as the ‘ship’s stamp’.  1207 

 f. When an agent signs a non-negotiable sea waybill for [or on behalf of] the 1208 
master (captain), the agent is to be named and, in addition, to indicate that it is 1209 
signing as “agent for the master (or captain)”, or as “agent on behalf of the master (or 1210 
captain)” or words of similar effect. The name of the master (captain) need not be 1211 
stated. 1212 

On board notation, date of shipment, pre-carriage, place of receipt and port 1213 

of loading 1214 

F5) a. When a pre-printed “Shipped on board” non-negotiable sea waybill is presented, 1215 
its issuance date will be deemed to be the date of shipment unless it bears a separate 1216 
dated on board notation. In the latter event, such date will be deemed to be the date 1217 
of shipment whether that date is before or after the issuance date of the non-1218 
negotiable sea waybill. The on board date may also be indicated in a designated field 1219 
or box.  1220 



 

 

b. Notwithstanding that a credit may require a non-negotiable sea waybill to 1221 
evidence a port-to-port shipment:  1222 

 i. when a non-negotiable sea waybill indicates a place of receipt that is the 1223 
same as the port of loading, for example, place of receipt Rotterdam CY and the port 1224 
of loading Rotterdam, and there is no indication of a means of pre-carriage (either in 1225 
the pre-carriage field or the place of receipt field); or 1226 

 ii.  when a non-negotiable sea waybill indicates a place of receipt different from 1227 
the port of loading, for example, place of receipt Amsterdam and port of loading 1228 
Rotterdam, and there is no indication of a means of pre-carriage (either in the pre-1229 
carriage field or the place of receipt field), then: 1230 

   (a) when a non-negotiable sea waybill is pre-printed “shipped on board”, the 1231 
date of issue will be deemed to be the date of shipment, and no further on board 1232 
notation is required.  1233 

   (b) when a non-negotiable sea waybill is pre-printed “received for shipment”, a 1234 
dated on board notation is required, and the date appearing in the notation will be 1235 
deemed to be the date of shipment. The on board date may also be indicated in a 1236 
designated field or box. 1237 

c. Notwithstanding that a credit may require a non-negotiable sea waybill to 1238 
evidence a port-to-port shipment, when a non-negotiable sea waybill:  1239 

 i. indicates a place of receipt different from the port of loading, for example, 1240 
place of receipt Amsterdam and port of loading Rotterdam, and there is an indication 1241 
of a means of pre-carriage (either in the pre-carriage field or the place of receipt field), 1242 
regardless of whether it is pre-printed “shipped on board” or “received for shipment”, 1243 
it is to bear a dated on board notation which also indicates the name of the vessel and 1244 
the port of loading stated in the credit. Such notation may also appear in a designated 1245 
field or box. The date appearing in the on board notation or designated field or box 1246 
will be deemed to be the date of shipment. 1247 

 ii. indicates a means of pre-carriage (either in the pre-carriage field or the place 1248 
of receipt field), no matter if no place of receipt is stated or whether it is pre-printed 1249 
“shipped on board” or “received for shipment”, it is to bear a dated on board notation 1250 
which also indicates the name of the vessel and the port of loading stated in the 1251 
credit. Such notation may also appear in a designated field or box. The date appearing 1252 
in the on board notation or designated field or box will be deemed to be the date of 1253 
shipment. 1254 

d. When a non-negotiable sea waybill indicates wording such as “When the place 1255 
of receipt box has been completed, any notation on this non-negotiable sea waybill of 1256 



 

 

“on board”, “loaded on board” or words of similar effect shall be deemed to be on 1257 
board the means of transportation performing the carriage from the place of receipt 1258 
to the port of loading” or words of similar effect, and if, in addition, the place of 1259 
receipt box is completed, a non-negotiable sea waybill is to bear a dated on board 1260 
notation. The dated on board notation is also to indicate the name of the vessel and 1261 
the port of loading stated in the credit. Such notation may also appear in a designated 1262 
field or box. The date appearing in the on board notation or designated field or box 1263 
will be deemed to be the date of shipment. 1264 

e. The named port of loading, as required by the credit, should appear in the port 1265 
of loading field on a non-negotiable sea waybill. However, it may also be stated in the 1266 
field headed “Place of receipt” or words of similar effect, provided there is a dated on 1267 
board notation evidencing that the goods were shipped on board a named vessel at 1268 
the port stated under “Place of receipt” or words of similar effect. 1269 

f. A non-negotiable sea waybill is to indicate the port of loading stated in the 1270 
credit. When a credit indicates the port of loading by also stating the country in which 1271 
the port is located, the name of the country need not be stated. 1272 

g.  When a credit indicates a geographical area or range of ports of loading (for 1273 
example, “Any European Port” or “Hamburg, Rotterdam, Antwerp Port”), a non-1274 
negotiable sea waybill is to indicate the actual port of loading, which is to be within 1275 
that geographical area or range of ports. A non-negotiable sea waybill need not 1276 
indicate the geographical area. 1277 

  h. When a non-negotiable sea waybill indicates more than one port of loading, it is 1278 
to evidence an on board notation with the relevant on board date for each port of 1279 
loading, regardless of whether it is pre-printed “received for shipment” or “shipped on 1280 
board”. For example, when a non-negotiable sea waybill indicates that shipment has 1281 
been effected from Brisbane and Adelaide, a dated on board notation is required for 1282 
both Brisbane and Adelaide. 1283 

F6) Terms such as “Shipped in apparent good order”, “Laden on board”, “Clean on board” 1284 
or other phrases that incorporate “shipped” or “on board” have the same effect as the 1285 
words “Shipped on board”.  1286 

Port of discharge 1287 

F7)   a. The named port of discharge, as required by the credit, should appear in the 1288 
port of discharge field within a non-negotiable sea waybill.  1289 

b.  However, the named port of discharge may be stated in the field headed “Place 1290 
of final destination” or words of similar effect provided there is a notation evidencing 1291 
that the port of discharge is that stated under “Place of final destination” or words of 1292 



 

 

similar effect. For example, when a credit requires shipment to be effected to 1293 
Felixstowe, but Felixstowe is shown as the place of final destination instead of the port 1294 
of discharge, this may be evidenced by a notation stating “Port of discharge 1295 
Felixstowe”.  1296 

F8) A non-negotiable sea waybill is to indicate the port of discharge stated in the credit. 1297 
When a credit indicates the port of discharge by also stating the country in which the 1298 
port is located, the name of the country need not be stated. 1299 

F9) When a credit indicates a geographical area or range of ports of discharge (for 1300 
example “Any European Port” or “Hamburg, Rotterdam, Antwerp Port”), a non-1301 
negotiable sea waybill is to indicate the actual port of discharge, which is to be within 1302 
that geographical area or range of ports. A non-negotiable sea waybill need not 1303 
indicate the geographical area. 1304 

Original non-negotiable sea waybill 1305 

F10)  a. A non-negotiable sea waybill is to indicate the number of originals that have 1306 
been issued. 1307 

b.  Non-negotiable sea waybills marked “First Original”, “Second Original”, “Third 1308 
Original”, or “Original”, “Duplicate”, “Triplicate” or similar expressions are all originals. 1309 

Consignee, order party, shipper, and notify party 1310 

F11)  a. When a credit requires a non-negotiable sea waybill to evidence that goods are 1311 
consigned to a named entity, for example, “consigned to (named entity)”, it is not to 1312 
contain the expressions “to order” or “to order of” preceding the named entity, or the 1313 
expression “or order” following the named entity, whether typed or pre-printed.  1314 

 b. When a credit requires a non-negotiable sea waybill to evidence that goods are 1315 
consigned “to order of (named entity)”, it may indicate that the goods are consigned 1316 
to that entity, without mentioning “to order of”. 1317 

 1318 
c. When a credit requires a non-negotiable sea waybill to evidence that goods are 1319 
consigned “to order” without naming the entity to whose order the goods are to be 1320 
consigned, it is to indicate that the goods are consigned to either the issuing bank or 1321 
the applicant, without the need to mention the words  “to order”.  1322 
 1323 

F12) a. When a credit stipulates the details of one or more notify parties, a non-1324 
negotiable sea waybill may also indicate the details of one or more additional notify 1325 
parties.  1326 

  b. i. When a credit does not stipulate the details of a notify party, a non-1327 



 

 

negotiable sea waybill may indicate the details of any notify party and in any manner 1328 
(except as stated in paragraph F12) (b) (ii)).   1329 

    ii. When a credit does not stipulate the details of a notify party, but the details 1330 
of the applicant appear as notify party on a non-negotiable sea waybill, and these 1331 
details include the applicant’s address and contact details, they are not to conflict with 1332 
those stated in the credit. 1333 

F13) When a credit requires a non-negotiable sea waybill to evidence goods consigned to 1334 
“issuing bank” or “applicant“ or notify “applicant” or “issuing bank”, a non-negotiable 1335 
sea waybill is to indicate the name of the issuing bank or applicant, as applicable, but 1336 
need not indicate their respective addresses or any contact details that may be stated 1337 
in the credit.  1338 

F14) When the address and contact details of the applicant appear as part of the consignee 1339 
or notify party details, they are not to conflict with those stated in the credit. 1340 

Transhipment, partial shipment and determining the presentation period 1341 

when multiple sets of non-negotiable sea waybills are presented 1342 

F15)  Transhipment is the unloading and reloading of goods from one vessel to another 1343 
during the carriage of those goods from the port of loading to the port of discharge 1344 
stated in the credit. When a non-negotiable sea waybill does not indicate unloading 1345 
and reloading between these two ports, it is not transhipment in the context of the 1346 
credit and UCP 600 sub-articles 21 (b) and (c). 1347 

F16) Shipment on more than one vessel is a partial shipment, even if each vessel leaves on 1348 
the same day for the same destination. 1349 

F17) a. When a credit prohibits partial shipment, and more than one set of original non-1350 
negotiable sea waybills are presented covering shipment from one or more ports of 1351 
loading (as specifically allowed, or within a geographical area or range of ports stated 1352 
in the credit), each set is to indicate that it covers the shipment of goods on the same 1353 
vessel and same journey and that the goods are destined for the same port of 1354 
discharge.  1355 

 b. When a credit prohibits partial shipment, and more than one set of original non-1356 
negotiable sea waybills are presented in accordance with paragraph F17) (a) and 1357 
incorporate different dates of shipment, the latest of these dates is to be used for the 1358 
calculation of any presentation period and must fall on or before the latest shipment 1359 
date stated in the credit. 1360 

c. When partial shipment is allowed, and more than one set of original non-1361 
negotiable sea waybills are presented as part of a single presentation made under one 1362 



 

 

covering schedule or letter and incorporate different dates of shipment, on different 1363 
vessels or the same vessel for a different journey, the earliest of these dates is to be 1364 
used for the calculation of any presentation period, and each of these dates must fall 1365 
on or before the latest shipment date stated in the credit.  1366 

Clean non-negotiable sea waybill 1367 

F18) A non-negotiable sea waybill is not to include a clause or clauses that expressly 1368 
declare a defective condition of the goods or their packaging. 1369 

For example: 1370 

a.  A clause on a non-negotiable sea waybill such as “packaging is not sufficient for 1371 
the sea journey” or words of similar effect is an example of a clause expressly 1372 
declaring a defective condition of the packaging. 1373 

b.  A clause on a non-negotiable sea waybill such as “packaging may not be 1374 
sufficient for the sea journey” or words of similar effect does not expressly declare a 1375 
defective condition of the packaging. 1376 

F19)  a. It is not necessary for the word “clean” to appear on a non-negotiable sea 1377 
waybill even when the credit requires a non-negotiable sea waybill to be marked 1378 
“clean on board” or “clean”.  1379 

  b. Deletion of the word “clean” on a non-negotiable sea waybill does not expressly 1380 
declare a defective condition of the goods or their packaging. 1381 

Goods description 1382 

F20)  A goods description indicated on a non-negotiable sea waybill may be in general terms 1383 
not in conflict with the goods description in the credit. 1384 

Indication of name and address of delivery agent at port of discharge 1385 

F21) When a credit requires a non-negotiable sea waybill to indicate the name, address and 1386 
contact details of a delivery agent or words of similar effect, at or for the port of 1387 
discharge, the address need not be one that is located at the port of discharge or 1388 
within the same country as that of the port of discharge.  1389 

Corrections and alterations (“corrections”) 1390 

F22)   Any correction of data on a non-negotiable sea waybill is to be authenticated. Such 1391 
authentication is to appear to have been made by the carrier, master (captain) or any 1392 
one of their named agents, who may be different from the agent that may have issued 1393 
or signed a non-negotiable sea waybill, provided they are identified as an agent of the 1394 



 

 

carrier or the master (captain).  1395 

F23)   Copies of a non-negotiable sea waybill need not include authentication of any 1396 
corrections that may have been made on the original.  1397 

Freight and additional costs 1398 

F24)   A statement appearing on a non-negotiable sea waybill indicating the payment of 1399 
freight need not be identical to that stated in the credit, but is not to conflict with data 1400 
in that document, any other stipulated document or the credit. For example, when a 1401 
credit requires a non-negotiable sea waybill to be marked “freight payable at 1402 
destination”, it may be marked “freight collect”.  1403 

F25)   a. When a credit states that costs additional to freight are not acceptable, a non-1404 
negotiable sea waybill is not to indicate that costs additional to the freight have been 1405 
or will be incurred.  1406 

  b. An indication of costs additional to freight may be made by express reference to 1407 
additional costs or by the use of trade terms which refer to costs associated with the 1408 
loading or unloading of goods, such as, but not limited to, Free In (FI), Free Out (FO), 1409 
Free In and Out (FIO) and Free In and Out Stowed (FIOS).  1410 

c. Reference in a non-negotiable sea waybill to costs which may be levied, for 1411 
example, as a result of a delay in unloading the goods, or after the goods have been 1412 
unloaded (demurrage costs) or costs covering the late return of containers (detention 1413 
costs) is not an indication of costs additional to freight.  1414 

CHARTER PARTY BILL OF LADING 1415 

Application of UCP 600 article 22 1416 

G1)   When there is a requirement in a credit for the presentation of a charter party bill of 1417 
lading, or when a credit allows presentation of a charter party bill of lading and a 1418 
charter party bill of lading is presented, UCP 600 article 22 is to be applied in the 1419 
examination of that document.  1420 

G2)   a. A transport document, however named, containing any indication that it is 1421 
subject to, or any reference to, a charter party is deemed to be a charter party bill of 1422 
lading.  1423 

  b. A transport document, however named, indicating expressions such as “freight 1424 
payable as per charter party dated (with or without mentioning a date)”, or “freight 1425 
payable as per charter party”, will be an indication that it is subject to a charter party.  1426 



 

 

G3) A transport document, however named, containing a code name or form name usually 1427 
associated with a charter party bill of lading, for example, ”Congenbill” or ”Tanker Bill 1428 
of Lading” without any further indication or reference to a charter party, is not by 1429 
itself an indication of, or reference to, a charter party.  1430 

Signing of a charter party bill of lading 1431 

G4)  a. A charter party bill of lading is to be signed in the form described in UCP 600 1432 
sub-article 22 (a) (i). 1433 

 b. When the master (captain), owner or charterer signs a charter party bill of 1434 
lading, the signature of the master (captain), owner or charterer is to be identified as 1435 
“master” (“captain”), “owner” or “charterer”. 1436 

c. When the master (captain) signs a charter party bill of lading, the signature may be 1437 
accompanied by a stamp that incorporates the name of the vessel. Even if the stamp 1438 
also mentions the name of the owner, the charter party bill of lading will be 1439 
considered to have been signed by the master (captain). This stamp is often referred 1440 
to as the ‘ship’s stamp’. 1441 

 d. When an agent signs a charter party bill of lading for [or on behalf of] the master 1442 
(captain), owner or charterer, the agent is to be named and, in addition, to indicate 1443 
that it is signing as agent for [or on behalf of] the master (captain), owner or charterer 1444 
as the case may be.  1445 

  i. When a charter party bill of lading is signed by an agent for [or on behalf of] 1446 
the master (captain), the name of the master (captain) need not be stated. 1447 

  ii. When a charter party bill of lading is signed by an agent for [or on behalf of] 1448 
the owner or charterer, the name of the owner or charterer is to be stated.  1449 

On board notation, date of shipment, pre-carriage, place of receipt and port 1450 
of loading 1451 

G5)  a. When a pre-printed “Shipped on board” charter party bill of lading is presented, 1452 
its issuance date will be deemed to be the date of shipment unless it bears a separate 1453 
dated on board notation. In the latter event, such date will be deemed to be the date 1454 
of shipment whether that date is before or after the issuance date of the charter party 1455 
bill of lading. The on board date may also be indicated in a designated field or box.  1456 

b. Notwithstanding that a credit may require a charter party bill of lading to 1457 
evidence a port-to-port shipment:  1458 

 i. when a charter party bill of lading indicates a place of receipt that is the same 1459 
as the port of loading, for example, place of receipt Rotterdam CY and the port of 1460 



 

 

loading Rotterdam, and there is no indication of a means of pre-carriage (either in the 1461 
pre-carriage field or the place of receipt field); or  1462 

 ii.  when a charter party bill of lading indicates a place of receipt different from 1463 
the port of loading, for example, place of receipt Amsterdam and port of loading 1464 
Rotterdam, and there is no indication of a means of pre-carriage (either in the pre-1465 
carriage field or the place of receipt field), then:  1466 

 (a) when a charter party bill of lading is pre-printed “shipped on  board”, the 1467 
date of issue will be deemed to be the date of shipment, and no further on board 1468 
notation is required.  1469 

   (b) when a charter party bill of lading is pre-printed “received for shipment”, a 1470 
dated on board notation is required, and the date appearing in the notation will be 1471 
deemed to be the date of shipment. The on board date may also be indicated in a 1472 
designated field or box. 1473 

 c. Notwithstanding that a credit may require a charter party bill of lading to 1474 
evidence a port-to-port shipment, when a charter party bill of lading:   1475 

  i.   indicates a place of receipt different from the port of loading, for example, 1476 
place of receipt Amsterdam and port of loading Rotterdam, and there is an indication 1477 
of a means of pre-carriage (either in the pre-carriage field or the place of receipt field), 1478 
regardless of whether it is pre-printed “shipped on board” or “received for shipment”, 1479 
it is to bear a dated on board notation which also indicates the name of the vessel and 1480 
the port of loading stated in the credit. Such notation may also appear in a designated 1481 
field or box. The date appearing in the on board notation or designated field or box 1482 
will be deemed to be the date of shipment. 1483 

 ii. indicates a means of pre-carriage (either in the pre-carriage field or the place 1484 
of receipt field), no matter if no place of receipt is stated, or whether it is pre-printed 1485 
“shipped on board” or “received for shipment”, it is to bear a dated on board notation 1486 
which also indicates the name of the vessel and the port of loading stated in the 1487 
credit. Such notation may also appear in a designated field or box. The date appearing 1488 
in the on board notation or designated field or box will be deemed to be the date of 1489 
shipment. 1490 

d. When a charter party bill of lading shows wording such as “When the place of 1491 
receipt box has been completed, any notation on this charter party bill of lading of “on 1492 
board”, “loaded on board” or words of similar effect shall be deemed to be on board 1493 
the means of transportation performing the carriage from the place of receipt to the 1494 
port of loading” or words of similar effect, and if, in addition, the place of receipt box 1495 
is completed, a charter party bill of lading is to bear a dated on board notation. The 1496 
dated on board notation is also to indicate the name of the vessel and the port of 1497 



 

 

loading stated in the credit. Such notation may also appear in a designated field or 1498 
box. The date appearing in the on board notation or designated field or box will be 1499 
deemed to be the date of shipment. 1500 

e. The named port of loading, as required by the credit, should appear in the port 1501 
of loading field on a charter party bill of lading. However, it may also be stated in the 1502 
field headed “Place of receipt” or words of similar effect, provided there is a dated on 1503 
board notation evidencing that the goods were shipped on board a named vessel at 1504 
the port stated under “Place of receipt” or words of similar effect.  1505 

f. A charter party bill of lading is to indicate the port of loading stated in the credit. 1506 
When a credit indicates the port of loading by also stating the country in which the 1507 
port is located, the name of the country need not be stated. 1508 

g. When a credit indicates a geographical area or range of ports of loading (for 1509 
example, “Any European Port” or “Hamburg, Rotterdam, Antwerp Port”), a charter 1510 
party bill of lading is to indicate the actual port or ports of loading, which are to be 1511 
within that geographical area or range of ports. A charter party bill of lading need not 1512 
indicate the geographical area. 1513 

  h. When a charter party bill of lading indicates more than one port of loading, it is 1514 
to evidence an on board notation with the relevant on board date for each port of 1515 
loading, regardless of whether it is pre-printed “received for shipment” or “shipped on 1516 
board”. For example, when a charter party bill of lading indicates that shipment has 1517 
been effected from Brisbane and Adelaide, a dated on board notation is required for 1518 
both Brisbane and Adelaide. 1519 

G6) Terms such as “Shipped in apparent good order”, “Laden on board”, “Clean on board” 1520 
or other phrases that incorporate “shipped” or “on board” have the same effect as the 1521 
words “Shipped on board”. 1522 

Port of discharge 1523 

G7) a. The named port of discharge, as required by the credit, should appear in the 1524 
port of discharge field within a charter party bill of lading.  1525 

b.  However, the named port of discharge may be stated in the field headed “Place 1526 
of final destination” or words of similar effect provided there is a notation evidencing 1527 
that the port of discharge is that stated under “Place of final destination” or words of 1528 
similar effect. For example, when a credit requires shipment to be effected to 1529 
Felixstowe, but Felixstowe is shown as the place of final destination instead of the port 1530 
of discharge, this may be evidenced by a notation stating “Port of discharge 1531 
Felixstowe”.  1532 



 

 

G8) A charter party bill of lading is to indicate the port of discharge stated in the credit. 1533 
When a credit indicates the port of discharge by also stating the country in which the 1534 
port is located, the name of the country need not be stated.  1535 

G9) When a credit indicates a geographical area or range of ports of discharge (for 1536 
example, “Any European Port” or “Hamburg, Rotterdam, Antwerp Port”), a charter 1537 
party bill of lading may indicate the actual port of discharge, which is to be within that 1538 
geographical area or range of ports, or it may show the geographical area or range of 1539 
ports as the port of discharge.  1540 

Original charter party bill of lading 1541 

G10)  a.  A charter party bill of lading is to indicate the number of originals that have been 1542 
issued. 1543 

b.  Charter party bills of lading marked “First Original”, “Second Original”, “Third 1544 
Original”, or “Original”, “Duplicate”, “Triplicate” or similar expressions are all originals. 1545 

Consignee, order party, shipper and endorsement, and notify party 1546 

G11) When a credit requires a charter party bill of lading to evidence that goods are 1547 
consigned to a named entity, for example, “consigned to (named entity)” (i.e., a 1548 
“straight” charter party bill of lading or consignment) rather than “to order” or “to 1549 
order of (named entity)”, it is not to contain the expressions “to order” or “to order 1550 
of” preceding the named entity or the expression “or order” following the named 1551 
entity, whether typed or pre-printed. 1552 

G12) a. When a charter party bill of lading is issued “to order” or “to order of the 1553 
shipper”, it is to be endorsed by the shipper. An endorsement may be made by a 1554 
named entity other than the shipper, provided the endorsement is made for [or on 1555 
behalf of] the shipper. 1556 

b.  When a credit requires a charter party bill of lading to evidence that goods are 1557 
consigned “to order of (named entity)”, it is not to indicate that the goods are straight 1558 
consigned to that named entity. 1559 

G13) a.  When a credit stipulates the details of one or more notify parties, a charter party 1560 
bill of lading may also indicate the details of one or more additional notify parties. 1561 

  b. i. When a credit does not stipulate the details of a notify party, a charter party 1562 
bill of lading may indicate the details of any notify party and in any manner (except as 1563 
stated in paragraph G13) (b) (ii)).    1564 

   ii. When a credit does not stipulate the details of a notify party, but the details 1565 
of the applicant appear as notify party on a charter party bill of lading, and these 1566 



 

 

details include the applicant’s address and contact details, they are not to conflict with 1567 
those stated in the credit. 1568 

G14) When a credit requires a charter party bill of lading to evidence goods consigned to or 1569 
to the order of “issuing bank” or “applicant” or notify applicant” or “issuing bank”, a 1570 
charter party bill of lading is to indicate the name of the issuing bank or applicant, as 1571 
applicable, but need not indicate their respective addresses or contact details that 1572 
may be stated in the credit.  1573 

G15) When the address and contact details of the applicant appear as part of the consignee 1574 
or notify party details, they are not to conflict with those stated in the credit.  1575 

Partial shipment and determining the presentation period when multiple sets 1576 

of charter party bills of lading are presented 1577 

G16) Shipment on more than one vessel is a partial shipment, even if each vessel leaves on 1578 
the same day for the same destination. 1579 

G17) a.  When a credit prohibits partial shipment, and more than one set of original 1580 
charter party bills of lading are presented covering shipment from one or more ports 1581 
of loading (as specifically allowed, or within a geographical area or range of ports 1582 
stated in the credit), each set is to indicate that it covers the shipment of goods on the 1583 
same vessel and same journey and that the goods are destined for the same port of 1584 
discharge, geographical area or range of ports. 1585 

 b.  When a credit prohibits partial shipment, and more than one set of original 1586 
charter party bills of lading are presented in accordance with paragraph G17) (a) and 1587 
incorporate different dates of shipment, or one set of original charter party bills of 1588 
lading is presented indicating different dates of shipment, the latest of these dates is 1589 
to be used for the calculation of any presentation period and must fall on or before 1590 
the latest shipment date stated in the credit. 1591 

 c. When partial shipment is allowed, and more than one set of original charter 1592 
party bills of lading are presented as part of a single presentation made under one 1593 
covering schedule or letter and incorporate different dates of shipment, on different 1594 
vessels or the same vessel for a different journey, the earliest of these dates is to be 1595 
used for the calculation of any presentation period, and each of these dates must fall 1596 
on or before the latest shipment date stated in the credit.  1597 

Clean charter party bill of lading 1598 

G18) A charter party bill of lading is not to include a clause or clauses that expressly declare 1599 
a defective condition of the goods or their packaging. 1600 

For example: 1601 



 

 

a.  A clause on a charter party bill of lading such as “packaging is not sufficient for 1602 
the sea journey” or words of similar effect is an example of a clause expressly 1603 
declaring a defective condition of the packaging. 1604 

b.  A clause on a charter party bill of lading such as “packaging may not be sufficient 1605 
for the sea journey” or words of similar effect does not expressly declare a defective 1606 
condition of the packaging. 1607 

G19)  a. It is not necessary for the word “clean” to appear on a charter party bill of lading 1608 
even when the credit requires a charter party bill of lading to be marked “clean on 1609 
board” or “clean”.  1610 

  b. Deletion of the word “clean” on a charter party bill of lading does not expressly 1611 
declare a defective condition of the goods or their packaging. 1612 

Goods description 1613 

G20)  A goods description indicated on a charter party bill of lading may be in general terms 1614 
not in conflict with the goods description in the credit. 1615 

G21) A charter party bill of lading may indicate that the goods are part of a larger 1616 
consignment loaded onto the named vessel by reference to “without segregation”, 1617 
“commingled” or words of similar effect. 1618 

Corrections and alterations (“corrections”) 1619 

G22)  Any correction of data on a charter party bill of lading is to be authenticated. Such 1620 
authentication is to appear to have been made by the master (captain), owner, 1621 
charterer or any one of their named agents, who may be different from the agent that 1622 
may have issued or signed a charter party bill of lading, provided they are identified as 1623 
an agent of the master (captain), owner or charterer. 1624 

G23)  Non-negotiable copies of a charter party bill of lading need not include authentication 1625 
of any corrections that may have been made on the original. 1626 

Freight and additional costs 1627 

G24)  A statement appearing on a charter party bill of lading indicating the payment of 1628 
freight need not be identical to that stated in the credit but is not to conflict with data 1629 
in that document, any other stipulated document or the credit. For example, when a 1630 
credit requires a charter party bill of lading to be marked “freight payable at 1631 
destination”, it may be marked “freight collect”.  1632 



 

 

G25) a. When a credit states that costs additional to freight are not acceptable, a charter 1633 
party bill of lading is not to indicate that costs additional to the freight have been or 1634 
will be incurred.  1635 

b. An indication of costs additional to freight may be made by express reference to 1636 
additional costs or by the use of trade terms which refer to costs associated with the 1637 
loading or unloading of goods, such as, but not limited to, Free In (FI), Free Out (FO), 1638 
Free In and Out (FIO) and Free In and Out Stowed (FIOS).  1639 

c. Reference in a charter party bill of lading to costs which may be levied, for 1640 
example, as a result of a delay in unloading the goods or after the goods have been 1641 
unloaded (demurrage costs) is not an indication of costs additional to freight.  1642 

Release of goods with more than one charter party bill of lading to be 1643 

surrendered 1644 

G26) A charter party bill of lading is not to expressly state that goods covered by that 1645 
charter party bill of lading will only be released upon its surrender together with one 1646 
or more other charter party bills of lading, unless all of the referenced charter party 1647 
bills of lading form part of the same presentation under the same credit.  1648 

 For example, “[Cargo XXXX] is covered by B/L No. YYY and ZZZ, and can only be 1649 
released to a single merchant upon presentation of all charter party bills of lading of 1650 
that merchant” is considered to be an express statement that one or more other 1651 
charter party bills of lading, related to the referenced cargo, must be surrendered 1652 
prior to the goods being released. 1653 

Charter party contracts 1654 

G27) Unless UCP 600 sub-article 22 (b) is specifically excluded and the credit specifically 1655 
indicates the data that are to be examined and to what extent, banks do not examine 1656 
any content of a charter party contract, even when such contract is required as a 1657 
stipulated document under the credit. 1658 

AIR TRANSPORT DOCUMENT 1659 

Application of UCP 600 article 23 1660 

H1)   A requirement in a credit for the presentation of an air transport document, however 1661 
named, covering an airport-to-airport shipment means that UCP 600 article 23 is to be 1662 
applied in the examination of that document. 1663 

H2) An air transport document need not be titled “air waybill”, “air consignment note” or 1664 
words of similar effect even when the credit so names the required document. 1665 



 

 

Issuance, carrier, identification of the carrier and signing of an air transport 1666 
document 1667 

H3) a. An air transport document may be issued by any entity other than a carrier 1668 
provided it meets the requirements of UCP 600 article 23.  1669 

 b. When a credit indicates “Freight Forwarder’s air waybill is acceptable” or “House 1670 
air waybill is acceptable” or words of similar effect, an air transport document may be 1671 
signed by the issuing entity without it being necessary to indicate the capacity in which 1672 
it has been signed or the name of the carrier.  1673 

H4) A stipulation in a credit that “Freight Forwarder’s air waybill is not acceptable” or 1674 
“House air waybill is not acceptable” or words of similar effect has no meaning in the 1675 
context of the title, format, content or signing of an air transport document unless the 1676 
credit provides specific requirements detailing how the air transport document is to 1677 
be issued and signed. In the absence of these requirements, such a stipulation is to be 1678 
disregarded, and the air transport document presented is to be examined according to 1679 
the requirements of UCP 600 article 23. 1680 

H5) a. An air transport document is to be signed in the form described in UCP 600 sub-1681 
article 23 (a) (i) and to indicate the name of the carrier, identified as the carrier.  1682 

 b. When an air transport document is signed by a named branch of the carrier, the 1683 
signature is considered to have been made by the carrier. 1684 

 c. The carrier is to be identified by its name instead of an IATA airline code, for 1685 
example, British Airways instead of BA, Lufthansa instead of LH. 1686 

H6)  When an agent signs an air transport document “for [or on behalf of] the carrier”, the 1687 
agent is to be named and, in addition, to indicate that it is signing as “agent for 1688 
(name), the carrier” or as “agent on behalf of (name), the carrier” or words of similar 1689 
effect. When the carrier is identified elsewhere in the document as the “carrier”, the 1690 
named agent may sign, for example, as “agent for [or on behalf of] the carrier” 1691 
without naming the carrier again. 1692 

Goods accepted for carriage, date of shipment and requirement for an actual 1693 
date of shipment 1694 
 1695 
H7)   An air transport document is to indicate that the goods have been accepted for 1696 

carriage or words of similar effect.  1697 
 1698 
H8)   a. An air transport document is to indicate a date of issuance. This date will be 1699 

deemed to be the date of shipment unless an air transport document contains a 1700 
specific notation of the actual date of shipment. In the latter event, the date stated in 1701 



 

 

the notation will be deemed to be the date of shipment whether that date is before or 1702 
after the issuance date of the air transport document.  1703 

 1704 
 b.  In the absence of a specific notation containing the actual date of shipment, any 1705 

other information appearing on an air transport document relative to this information 1706 
(including, for example, in a box labeled “For Carrier Use Only”, “Required Flight Date” 1707 
or “Routing and Destination”) is to be disregarded in the determination of the date of 1708 
shipment.  1709 

 1710 
Airports of departure and destination 1711 
 1712 
H9)  An air transport document is to indicate the airport of departure and airport of 1713 

destination stated in the credit. When a credit indicates either of these airports by also 1714 
stating the country in which the airport is located, the name of the country need not 1715 
be stated. 1716 

 1717 
H10) The airport of departure and airport of destination may also be indicated by the use of 1718 

IATA codes instead of evidencing the airport name in full (for example, LAX instead of 1719 
Los Angeles). 1720 

 1721 
H11)  When a credit indicates a geographical area or range of airports of departure or 1722 

destination (for example, “Any Chinese Airport” or “Shanghai, Beijing, Guangzhou 1723 
airport”), an air transport document is to indicate the actual airport of departure or 1724 
destination, which is to be within that geographical area or range of airports. An air 1725 
transport document need not indicate the geographical area. 1726 

Original of an air transport document 1727 
 1728 
H12)  An air transport document is to appear to be the original for consignor or shipper. 1729 

When a credit requires a full set of originals, this is satisfied by the presentation of an 1730 
air transport document indicating that it is the original for consignor or shipper. 1731 

 1732 
Consignee, order party and notify party 1733 
 1734 
H13) a. When a credit requires an air transport document to evidence that goods are 1735 

consigned “to order of (named entity)”, it may indicate that the goods are consigned 1736 
to that entity, without mentioning “to order of”. 1737 

 1738 
b. When a credit requires an air transport document to evidence that goods are 1739 
consigned “to order” without naming the entity to whose order the goods are to be 1740 
consigned, it is to indicate that the goods are consigned to either the issuing bank or 1741 
the applicant, without the need to mention the words  “to order”.  1742 



 

 

 1743 
H14) a. When a credit stipulates the details of one or more notify parties, an air 1744 

transport document may also indicate the details of one or more additional notify 1745 
parties. 1746 

 1747 
 b. i. When a credit does not stipulate the details of a notify party, an air 1748 

transport document may indicate the details of any notify party and in any manner 1749 
(except as stated in paragraph H14) (b) (ii)).  1750 

 1751 
   ii. When a credit does not stipulate the details of a notify party, but the details 1752 

of the applicant appear as notify party on an air transport document, and these details 1753 
include the applicant’s address and contact details, they are not to conflict with those 1754 
stated in the credit. 1755 

 1756 
H15) When a credit requires an air transport document to evidence goods consigned to 1757 

“issuing bank” or “applicant” or notify “applicant” or “issuing bank”, an air transport 1758 
document is to indicate the name of the issuing bank or applicant, as applicable, but 1759 
need not indicate their respective addresses or any contact details that may be stated 1760 
in the credit. 1761 

 1762 
H16) When the address and contact details of the applicant appear as part of the consignee 1763 

or notify party details, they are not to conflict with those stated in the credit. 1764 
 1765 

Transhipment, partial shipment and determining the presentation period 1766 

when multiple air transport documents are presented 1767 

 1768 

H17)  Transhipment is the unloading and reloading of goods from one aircraft to another 1769 
during the carriage of those goods from the airport of departure to the airport of 1770 
destination stated in the credit. When an air transport document does not indicate 1771 
unloading and reloading between these two airports, it is not transhipment in the 1772 
context of the credit and UCP 600 sub-articles 23 (b) and (c).  1773 

 1774 
H18) Dispatch on more than one aircraft is a partial shipment, even if each aircraft leaves 1775 

on the same day for the same destination. 1776 
 1777 
H19) a. When a credit prohibits partial shipment, and more than one air transport 1778 

documents are presented covering dispatch from one or more airports of departure 1779 
(as specifically allowed, or within a geographical area or range of airports stated in the 1780 
credit), each air transport document is to indicate that it covers the dispatch of goods 1781 
on the same aircraft and same flight and that the goods are destined for the same 1782 
airport of destination. 1783 



 

 

 1784 
 b. When a credit prohibits partial shipment, and more than one air transport 1785 

documents are presented in accordance with paragraph H19) (a) and incorporate 1786 
different dates of dispatch, the latest of these dates is to be used for the calculation of 1787 
any presentation period and must fall on or before the latest shipment date stated in 1788 
the credit.  1789 

 1790 
c. When partial shipment is allowed, and more than one air transport documents 1791 
are presented as part of a single presentation made under one covering schedule or 1792 
letter and incorporate different dates of dispatch or different flights, the earliest of 1793 
these dates is to be used for the calculation of any presentation period, and each of 1794 
these dates must fall on or before the latest shipment date stated in the credit. 1795 

 1796 

Clean air transport document 1797 

H20)  An air transport document is not to include a clause or clauses that expressly declare a 1798 
defective condition of the goods or their packaging. 1799 

 For example: 1800 

 a.  A clause on an air transport document such as “packaging is not sufficient for 1801 
the air journey” or words of similar effect is an example of a clause expressly declaring 1802 
a defective condition of the packaging. 1803 

 b. A clause on an air transport document such as “packaging may not be sufficient 1804 
for the air journey” or words of similar effect does not expressly declare a defective 1805 
condition of the packaging. 1806 

	1807 
H21) a. It is not necessary for the word “clean” to appear on an air transport document 1808 

even when the credit requires an air transport document to be marked “clean”.  1809 
 1810 

b. Deletion of the word “clean” on an air transport document does not expressly 1811 
declare a defective condition of the goods or their packaging. 1812 

 1813 

Goods description 1814 

 1815 

H22)  A goods description indicated on an air transport document may be in general terms 1816 
not in conflict with the goods description in the credit. 1817 

 1818 

Corrections and alterations (“corrections”) 1819 

 1820 



 

 

H23)  Any correction of data on an air transport document is to be authenticated. Such 1821 
authentication is to appear to have been made by the carrier or any one of its named 1822 
agents, who may be different from the agent that may have issued or signed the air 1823 
transport document, provided they are identified as an agent of the carrier.  1824 

 1825 
H24)  Copies of an air transport document need not include authentication of any 1826 

corrections that may have been made on the original.  1827 

Freight and additional costs 1828 

H25)  A statement appearing on an air transport document indicating the payment of freight 1829 
need not be identical to that stated in the credit, but is not to conflict with data in that 1830 
document, any other stipulated document or the credit. For example, when a credit 1831 
requires an air transport document to be marked “freight collect”, it may be marked 1832 
“freight payable at destination”.  1833 

H26)  An air transport document may contain separate boxes, which by their pre-printed 1834 
headings indicate that they are for freight charges “prepaid” and for freight charges 1835 
“collect”.  1836 

  a. When a credit requires an air transport document to show that freight has 1837 
been prepaid, this will also be fulfilled by an indication of the freight charges under the 1838 
heading “Freight Charges Prepaid” or words of similar effect. 1839 

	1840 
	 	 b. When a credit requires an air transport document to show that freight is to 1841 

be collected or paid at destination, this will also be fulfilled by an indication of the 1842 
freight charges under the heading “Freight Charges Collect” or words of similar effect. 1843 

 1844 

H27) a. When a credit states that costs additional to freight are not acceptable, an air 1845 
transport document is not to indicate that costs additional to the freight have been or 1846 
will be incurred.  1847 

b. Reference in an air transport document to costs which may be levied, for 1848 
example, as a result of a delay in unloading the goods or after the goods have been 1849 
unloaded, is not an indication of costs additional to freight.  1850 

ROAD, RAIL OR INLAND WATERWAY TRANSPORT DOCUMENTS 1851 

Application of UCP 600 article 24 1852 

J1)  A requirement in a credit for the presentation of a transport document covering 1853 
movement of goods by either road or rail or inland waterway means that UCP 600 1854 
article 24 is to be applied in the examination of that document. 1855 



 

 

Carrier, identification of the carrier and signing of a road, rail or inland 1856 
waterway transport document 1857 

J2)   a. A road, rail or inland waterway transport document is to be signed in the form 1858 
described in UCP 600 sub-article 24 (a) (i) and to indicate the name of the carrier, 1859 
identified as the carrier (except as stated in paragraph J4) (b)). 1860 

 b. When a road, rail or inland waterway transport document is signed by a named 1861 
branch of the carrier, the signature is considered to have been made by the carrier. 1862 

  c. The term “carrier” includes terms such as “issuing carrier”, “actual carrier”, 1863 
“succeeding carrier” and “contracting carrier”.  1864 

J3)   Any signature, stamp or notation of receipt of the goods is to appear to indicate that it 1865 
has been made by:  1866 

 a.  the carrier, identified as the carrier; or  1867 

b. a named agent acting or signing for [or on behalf of] the carrier and indicating 1868 
the name of the carrier, identified as the carrier, on whose behalf that agent is acting 1869 
or signing; or 1870 

c. a railway company or railway station of departure.  1871 

J4)   a. The term “carrier” need not appear on the signature line provided the transport 1872 
document appears to be signed by the carrier or a named agent for [or on behalf of] 1873 
the carrier, and the carrier is otherwise identified elsewhere in the transport 1874 
document as the “carrier”.  1875 

  b. A rail transport document may bear a date stamp by the railway company or 1876 
railway station of departure without indicating the name of the carrier or a named 1877 
agent signing for [or on behalf of] the carrier.  1878 

Place of shipment and place of destination 1879 

J5) A road, rail or inland waterway transport document is to indicate the place of 1880 
shipment and place of destination stated in the credit. When a credit indicates either 1881 
of these places by also stating the country in which the place is located, the name of 1882 
the country need not be stated. 1883 

J6) When a credit indicates a geographical area or range of places of shipment or 1884 
destination (for example, “China” or “Shanghai, Beijing or Guangzhou”), a road, rail or 1885 
inland waterway transport document is to indicate the actual place of shipment or 1886 
destination, which is to be within that geographical area or range of places. A road, rail 1887 



 

 

or inland waterway transport document need not indicate the geographical area. 1888 

Original and duplicate of a road, rail or inland waterway transport document 1889 

J7)  a. A rail or inland waterway transport document is to be considered as an original 1890 
whether or not it is so marked.  1891 

 b. A road transport document is to indicate that it is the original for consignor or 1892 
shipper (copy for sender) or bear no marking indicating for whom the document has 1893 
been prepared. 1894 

 c. Presentation of the original for consignor or shipper (copy for sender) of a road 1895 
transport document or duplicate rail transport document shall suffice even when the 1896 
credit requires presentation of a full set of the relevant transport documents. 1897 

 d. A duplicate (often a carbon copy) of a rail transport document, authenticated by 1898 
the signature or stamp of the railway company or the railway station of departure, is 1899 
considered to be an original. 1900 

Consignee, order party and notify party 1901 

J8)   a. When a credit requires a road or rail transport document to evidence that goods 1902 
are consigned “to order of (named entity)”, it may indicate that the goods are 1903 
consigned to that entity, without mentioning “to order of”.  1904 

  b. When a credit requires a road or rail transport document to evidence that goods 1905 
are consigned “to order” without naming the entity to whose order the goods are to 1906 
be consigned, it is to indicate that the goods are consigned either to the issuing bank 1907 
or the applicant, without the need to mention the words “to order”. 1908 

  c. When a credit requires an inland waterway transport document, paragraphs J8) 1909 
(a) and (b) will apply except when the document is issued in the form of a bill of lading. 1910 
In such event, the consignee field is to be completed according to the requirements of 1911 
the credit. 1912 

J9)   a. When a credit stipulates the details of one or more notify parties, a road, rail or 1913 
inland waterway transport document may also indicate the details of one or more 1914 
additional notify parties. 1915 

  b. i. When a credit does not stipulate the details of a notify party, a road, rail or 1916 
inland waterway transport document may indicate the details of any notify party and 1917 
in any manner (except as stated in paragraph J9) (b) (ii)).  1918 

    ii. When a credit does not stipulate the details of a notify party, but the details 1919 



 

 

of the applicant appear as notify party on a road, rail or inland waterway transport 1920 
document, and these details include the applicant’s address and contact details, they 1921 
are not to conflict with those stated in the credit. 1922 

J10) When a credit requires a road, rail or inland waterway transport document to 1923 
evidence goods consigned to or to the order of “issuing bank” or “applicant” or notify 1924 
“applicant” or “issuing bank”, a road, rail or inland waterway transport document is to 1925 
indicate the name of the issuing bank or applicant, as applicable, but need not indicate 1926 
their respective addresses or any contact details that may be stated in the credit. A 1927 
road or rail transport document need not also indicate “to order of”, as stated in 1928 
paragraph J8) (b). 1929 

J11) When the address and contact details of the applicant appear as part of the consignee 1930 
or notify party details, they are not to conflict with those stated in the credit. 1931 

Transhipment, partial shipment and determining the presentation period 1932 

when multiple road, rail or inland waterway transport documents are 1933 

presented 1934 

J12) Transhipment is the unloading and reloading of goods from one means of conveyance 1935 
to another within the same mode of transport (truck [lorry], train, barge, etc.,) during 1936 
the carriage of those goods from the place of shipment, dispatch or carriage to the 1937 
place of destination stated in the credit. When a road, rail or inland waterway 1938 
transport document does not indicate unloading and reloading between these two 1939 
places, it is not transhipment in the context of the credit and UCP 600 sub-articles 24 1940 
(d) and (e). 1941 

J13)  Shipment on more than one means of conveyance (more than one truck [lorry], train, 1942 
barge, etc.,) is a partial shipment, even when such means of conveyance leaves on the 1943 
same day for the same destination.  1944 

J14) a. When a credit prohibits partial shipment, and more than one road, rail or inland 1945 
waterway transport documents are presented covering shipment from one or more 1946 
places of shipment, dispatch or carriage (as specifically allowed, or within a 1947 
geographical area or range of places stated in the credit), each road, rail or inland 1948 
waterway transport document is to indicate that it covers the shipment, dispatch or 1949 
carriage of goods on the same means of conveyance and same journey and that the 1950 
goods are destined for the same place of destination. 1951 

 b. When a credit prohibits partial shipment, and more than one road, rail or inland 1952 
waterway transport documents are presented in accordance with paragraph J14) (a) 1953 
and incorporate different dates of shipment, the latest of these dates is to be used for 1954 
the calculation of any presentation period, and must fall on or before the latest 1955 



 

 

shipment date stated in the credit. 1956 

 c. When partial shipment is allowed, and more than one road, rail or inland 1957 
waterway transport documents are presented as part of a single presentation made 1958 
under one covering schedule or letter and incorporate different dates of shipment, on 1959 
different means of conveyance or the same means of conveyance for a different 1960 
journey, the earliest of these dates is to be used for the calculation of any 1961 
presentation period and each of these dates must fall on or before the latest shipment 1962 
date stated in the credit.  1963 

Clean road, rail or inland waterway transport document 1964 

J15) A road, rail or inland waterway transport document is not to include a clause or 1965 
clauses that expressly declare a defective condition of the goods or their packaging. 1966 

 For example: 1967 

a. A clause on a road, rail or inland waterway transport document such as 1968 
“packaging is not sufficient for the journey” or words of similar effect is an example of 1969 
a clause expressly declaring a defective condition of the packaging. 1970 

b. A clause on a road, rail or inland waterway transport document such as 1971 
“packaging may not be sufficient for the journey” or words of similar effect does not 1972 
expressly declare a defective condition of the packaging. 1973 

J16) a. It is not necessary for the word “clean” to appear on a road, rail or inland 1974 
waterway transport document even when the credit requires a road, rail or inland 1975 
waterway transport document to be marked “clean” or “clean on board”.  1976 

 b. Deletion of the word “clean” on a road, rail or inland waterway transport 1977 
document does not expressly declare a defective condition of the goods or their 1978 
packaging. 1979 

Goods description 1980 

J17)  A goods description indicated on a road, rail or inland waterway transport document 1981 
may be in general terms not in conflict with the goods description in the credit. 1982 

Corrections and alterations (“corrections”) 1983 

J18)   Any correction of data on a road, rail or inland waterway transport document is to be 1984 
authenticated. Such authentication is to appear to have been made by the carrier or 1985 
any one of its named agents, who may be different from the agent that may have 1986 
issued or signed the transport document, provided they are identified as an agent of 1987 



 

 

the carrier.  1988 

J19)   Copies of a road, rail or inland waterway transport document need not include any 1989 
authentication of any corrections that may have been made on the original.  1990 

Freight and additional costs 1991 

J20)  a. A statement appearing on a road, rail or inland waterway transport document 1992 
indicating the payment of freight need not be identical to that stated in the credit, but 1993 
is not to conflict with data in that document, any other stipulated document or the 1994 
credit. For example, when a credit requires a road, rail or inland waterway transport 1995 
document to be marked “freight collect”, it may be marked “freight payable at 1996 
destination”.  1997 

  b. When a credit requires a road, rail or inland waterway transport document to 1998 
indicate that freight has been prepaid or freight is to be collected at destination, this 1999 
will also be fulfilled by the completion of boxes marked “Franco” (freight prepaid) or 2000 
“Non-Franco” (freight to be collected). 2001 

INSURANCE DOCUMENT AND COVERAGE 2002 

Application of UCP 600 article 28 2003 

K1)  A requirement in a credit for the presentation of an insurance document, such as an 2004 
insurance policy, insurance certificate or declaration under an open cover, means that 2005 
UCP 600 article 28 is to be applied in the examination of that document. 2006 

Issuer, signing and original of an insurance document 2007 

K2)   a. An insurance document is to appear to have been issued and signed by an 2008 
insurance company or underwriter or their agent or proxy. For example, an insurance 2009 
document issued and signed by “AA Insurance Ltd” appears to have been issued by an 2010 
insurance company.  2011 

b.  When an insurance document appears to have been signed by an agent or proxy, for 2012 
or on behalf of the insurance company or underwriter, the name of the agent or proxy 2013 
need not be stated. 2014 

  c. When an issuer is identified as “insurer”, the insurance document need not 2015 
indicate that it is an insurance company or underwriter. 2016 

K3) An insurance document may also be issued on an insurance broker’s stationery, 2017 
provided the insurance document has been signed by an insurance company or 2018 
underwriter or their agent or proxy. An insurance broker may sign an insurance 2019 



 

 

document as agent or proxy for [or on behalf of] a named insurance company or 2020 
named underwriter. 2021 

K4) An insurance document signed by an agent or proxy is to indicate the name of the 2022 
insurance company or underwriter for [or on behalf of] which the agent or proxy is 2023 
signing, unless the insurance company or underwriter name has been identified 2024 
elsewhere in the document. For example, when “AA Insurance Ltd” has been 2025 
identified as the insurer, the document may be signed “John Doe (by proxy) on behalf 2026 
of the insurer” or “John Doe (by proxy) on behalf of AA Insurance Ltd”. 2027 

K5) When an insurance document requires a countersignature by the issuer, the assured 2028 
or a named entity, it must be countersigned. 2029 

K6) An insurance document may show only the trading name of the insurance company in 2030 
the signing field, provided it is identified as the insurance company elsewhere on the 2031 
document, for example, when an insurance document is issued and signed “AA” in the 2032 
signing field but shows “AA Insurance Ltd” and its address and contact information 2033 
elsewhere in the document. 2034 

K7) a. An insurance document that indicates that cover is provided by more than one 2035 
insurer may be signed by a single agent or proxy on behalf of all insurers or be signed 2036 
by an insurer for [or on behalf of] all co-insurers. An example of the latter will be when 2037 
an insurance document is issued and signed “AA Insurance Ltd, leading insurer for [or 2038 
on behalf of] the co-insurers”.  2039 

  b. Notwithstanding the provisions in paragraphs K2), K3) and K4), an insurance 2040 
document which indicates that cover is provided by more than one insurer need not 2041 
show the names of each insurer or the percentage of cover of each insurer.  2042 

K8) When a credit requires the insurance document to be issued in more than one 2043 
original, or when the insurance document indicates that it has been issued in more 2044 
than one original, all originals are to be presented and are to appear to have been 2045 
signed. 2046 

Dates 2047 

K9) An insurance document is not to indicate an expiry date for the presentation of any 2048 
claims thereunder. 2049 

K10) a. An insurance document is not to indicate that cover is effective from a date later 2050 
than the date of shipment. 2051 

b.  When an insurance document indicates a date of issuance later than the date of 2052 
shipment (as defined in UCP 600 articles 19-25), it is to clearly indicate by addition or 2053 



 

 

note that coverage is effective from a date not later than the date of shipment.  2054 

c. An insurance document that indicates coverage has been effected from 2055 
“warehouse-to-warehouse” or words of similar effect, and is dated after the date of 2056 
shipment, does not indicate that coverage was effective from a date not later than the 2057 
date of shipment. 2058 

K11) In the absence of any other date stated to be the issuance date or effective date of 2059 
insurance coverage, a countersignature date will be deemed to be evidence of the 2060 
effective date of the insurance coverage. 2061 

Amount of cover and percentage 2062 

K12)  When a credit does not indicate an amount to be insured, an insurance document is to 2063 
be issued in the currency of and, as a minimum, for the amount indicated under UCP 2064 
600 sub-article 28 (f) (ii). There is no maximum percentage of insurance coverage. 2065 

K13)  There is no requirement for insurance coverage to be calculated to more than two 2066 
decimal places. 2067 

K14) An insurance document may indicate that cover is subject to a franchise or excess 2068 
(deductible). However, when a credit requires the insurance cover to be irrespective 2069 
of percentage, the insurance document is not to contain a clause stating that the 2070 
insurance cover is subject to a franchise or an excess (deductible). An insurance 2071 
document need not state “irrespective of percentage”. 2072 

K15) When it is apparent from the credit or from the presentation that the amount 2073 
demanded only represents a certain part of the gross value of the goods (for example, 2074 
due to discounts, pre-payments or the like, or because part of the value of the goods is 2075 
to be paid at a later date), the calculation of insurance cover is to be based on the full 2076 
gross value of the goods as shown on the invoice or the credit and subject to the 2077 
requirements of UCP 600 sub-article 28 (f) (ii). 2078 

K16) Insurance covering the same risk for the same shipment is to be covered under one 2079 
document unless more than one insurance document is presented indicating partial 2080 
cover, and each document clearly reflects, by percentage or otherwise:  2081 

a. the value of each insurer’s cover;  2082 

b. that each insurer will bear its share of the liability severally and without pre-2083 
conditions relating to any other insurance cover that may have been effected for that 2084 
shipment; and  2085 

c. the respective coverage of the documents, when totalled, equals at least the 2086 
insured amount required by the credit or UCP 600 sub-article 28 (f) (ii).  2087 



 

 

Risks to be covered 2088 

K17)   a. An insurance document is to cover the risks required by the credit.  2089 

  b. Even though a credit may be explicit with regard to risks to be covered, there 2090 
may be a reference to exclusion clauses in the insurance document.  2091 

K18) When a credit requires “all risks” coverage, this is satisfied by the presentation of an 2092 
insurance document evidencing any “all risks” clause or notation, whether or not it 2093 
bears the heading “all risks”, even when it is indicated that certain risks are excluded. 2094 
An insurance document indicating that it covers Institute Cargo Clauses (A) or Institute 2095 
Cargo Clauses (Air), when dispatch is effected by air satisfies a condition in a credit 2096 
calling for an “all risks” clause or notation.    2097 

Insured party and endorsement 2098 

K19)   An insurance document is to be in the form required by the credit and, where 2099 
necessary, be endorsed by the entity to whose order or in whose favour claims are 2100 
payable.  2101 

K20) a.  A credit should not require an insurance document to be issued “to bearer”, or 2102 
“to order”. A credit should indicate the name of an insured party.  2103 

  b. When a credit requires an insurance document to be issued ”to order of (named 2104 
entity)” the document need not indicate “to order” provided that the named entity is 2105 
shown as the insured party or claims are payable to it, and assignment by 2106 
endorsement is not expressly prohibited.  2107 

K21)   a. When a credit is silent as to the insured party, an insurance document is not to 2108 
evidence that claims are payable to the order of, or in favour of, the beneficiary or any 2109 
entity other than the issuing bank or applicant, unless it is endorsed by the beneficiary 2110 
or that entity in blank or in favour of the issuing bank or applicant. 2111 

  b. An insurance document is to be issued or endorsed so that the right to receive 2112 
payment under it passes upon, or prior to, the release of the documents. 2113 

General Terms and Conditions of an Insurance Document 2114 

K22) Banks do not examine general terms and conditions in an insurance document. 2115 

Insurance Premium 2116 

K23) Any indication on an insurance document regarding payment of an insurance premium 2117 
is to be disregarded unless the insurance document indicates that it is not valid unless 2118 



 

 

the premium has been paid and there is an indication that the premium has not been 2119 
paid. 2120 

CERTIFICATE OF ORIGIN 2121 

Basic requirement and fulfilling its function 2122 

L1) When a credit requires the presentation of a certificate of origin, this will be satisfied 2123 
by the presentation of a signed document that appears to relate to the invoiced goods 2124 
and certifies their origin. 2125 

L2) When a credit requires the presentation of a specific form of certificate of origin such 2126 
as a GSP Form A, only a document in that specific form is to be presented. 2127 

Issuer of a certificate of origin 2128 

L3) a. A certificate of origin is to be issued by the entity stated in the credit.  2129 

 b. When a credit does not indicate the name of an issuer, any entity may issue a 2130 
certificate of origin.  2131 

 c. i. When a credit requires the presentation of a certificate of origin issued by the 2132 
beneficiary, the exporter or the manufacturer, this condition will also be satisfied by 2133 
the presentation of a certificate of origin issued by a Chamber of Commerce or the 2134 
like, such as, but not limited to, Chamber of Industry, Association of Industry, 2135 
Economic Chamber, Customs Authorities and Department of Trade or the like, 2136 
provided it indicates the beneficiary, the exporter or the manufacturer as the case 2137 
may be.  2138 

  ii. When a credit requires the presentation of a certificate of origin issued by a 2139 
Chamber of Commerce, this condition will also be satisfied by the presentation of a 2140 
certificate of origin issued by a Chamber of Industry, Association of Industry, Economic 2141 
Chamber, Customs Authorities and Department of Trade or the like. 2142 

Content of a certificate of origin 2143 

L4)  A certificate of origin is to appear to relate to the invoiced goods, for example, by: 2144 

a. a goods description that corresponds to that in the credit or a description shown 2145 
in general terms not in conflict with the goods description in the credit; or 2146 

b. referring to a goods description appearing in another stipulated document or in 2147 
a document that is attached to, and forming an integral part of, the certificate of 2148 
origin.  2149 



 

 

L5)  Consignee information, when shown, is not to conflict with the consignee information 2150 
in the transport document. However, when a credit requires a transport document to 2151 
be issued “to order”, “to the order of shipper”, “to order of issuing bank”, “to order of 2152 
nominated bank (or negotiating bank)” or “consigned to issuing bank”, a certificate of 2153 
origin may show the consignee as any entity named in the credit except the 2154 
beneficiary. When a credit has been transferred, the first beneficiary may be stated to 2155 
be the consignee.  2156 

L6)  A certificate of origin may indicate as the consignor or exporter an entity other than 2157 
the beneficiary of the credit or the shipper as shown on any other stipulated 2158 
document.  2159 

L7) When a credit indicates the origin of the goods without stipulating a requirement for 2160 
the presentation of a certificate of origin, any reference to the origin on a stipulated 2161 
document is not to conflict with the stated origin. For example, when a credit 2162 
indicates “origin of the goods: Germany” without requiring the presentation of a 2163 
certificate of origin, a statement on any stipulated document indicating a different 2164 
origin of the goods is to be considered a conflict of data. 2165 

L8) A certificate of origin may indicate a different invoice number, invoice date and 2166 
shipment routing to that indicated on one or more other stipulated documents, 2167 
provided the exporter or consignor shown on the certificate of origin is not the 2168 
beneficiary. 2169 

PACKING LIST, NOTE OR SLIP (“Packing List”) 2170 

Basic requirement and fulfilling its function 2171 

M1) When a credit requires the presentation of a packing list, this will be satisfied by the 2172 
presentation of a document titled as called for in the credit, or bearing a similar title 2173 
or untitled, that fulfils its function by containing any information as to the packing of 2174 
the goods.  2175 

Issuer of a packing list 2176 

M2) A packing list is to be issued by the entity stated in the credit. 2177 

M3) When a credit does not indicate the name of an issuer, any entity may issue a packing 2178 
list. 2179 

Content of a packing list 2180 

M4) When a credit indicates specific packing requirements, without stipulating the 2181 
document to indicate compliance with these requirements, any data regarding the 2182 



 

 

packing of the goods mentioned on a packing list, if presented, are not to conflict with 2183 
those requirements. 2184 

M5) A packing list may indicate a different invoice number, invoice date and shipment 2185 
routing to that indicated on one or more other stipulated documents, provided the 2186 
issuer of the packing list is not the beneficiary. 2187 

M6) Banks only examine total values, including, but not limited to, total quantities, total 2188 
weights, total measurements or total packages, to ensure that the applicable total 2189 
does not conflict with a total shown in the credit and on any other stipulated 2190 
document.  2191 

WEIGHT LIST, NOTE OR SLIP (“Weight List”) 2192 

Basic requirement and fulfilling its function 2193 

N1) When a credit requires the presentation of a weight list, this will be satisfied by the 2194 
presentation of a document titled as called for in the credit, or bearing a similar title 2195 
or untitled, that fulfils its function by containing any information as to the weight of 2196 
the goods. 2197 

Issuer of a weight list 2198 

N2) A weight list is to be issued by the entity stated in the credit. 2199 

N3) When a credit does not indicate the name of an issuer, any entity may issue a weight 2200 
list. 2201 

Content of a weight list 2202 

N4) When a credit indicates specific weight requirements, without stipulating the 2203 
document to indicate compliance with these requirements, any data regarding the 2204 
weight of the goods mentioned on a weight list, if presented, are not to conflict with 2205 
those requirements. 2206 

N5) A weight list may indicate a different invoice number, invoice date and shipment 2207 
routing to that indicated on one or more other stipulated documents, provided the 2208 
issuer of the weight list is not the beneficiary. 2209 

N6) Banks only examine total values, including, but not limited to, total quantities, total 2210 
weights, total measurements or total packages, to ensure that the applicable total 2211 
does not conflict with a total shown in the credit and on any other stipulated 2212 
document. 2213 

BENEFICIARY’S CERTIFICATE 2214 



 

 

Basic requirement and fulfilling its function 2215 

P1) When a credit requires the presentation of a beneficiary’s certificate, this will be 2216 
satisfied by the presentation of a signed document titled as called for in the credit, or 2217 
bearing a title reflecting the type of certification that has been requested or untitled, 2218 
that fulfils its function by containing the data and certification required by the credit. 2219 

Signing of a beneficiary’s certificate 2220 

P2) A beneficiary’s certificate is to be signed by, or for [or on behalf of], the beneficiary. 2221 

Content of a beneficiary’s certificate 2222 

P3) Data mentioned on a beneficiary’s certificate are not to conflict with the requirements 2223 
of the credit. 2224 

P4) The data or certification mentioned on a beneficiary’s certificate: 2225 

  a. need not be identical to that required by the credit, but are to clearly indicate 2226 
that the requirement prescribed by the credit has been fulfilled; 2227 

 b.   need not include a goods description or any other reference to the credit or 2228 
another stipulated document. 2229 

ANALYSIS, INSPECTION, HEALTH, PHYTOSANITARY, QUANTITY QUALITY AND 2230 

OTHER CERTIFICATES (“certificate”) 2231 

Basic requirement and fulfilling its function 2232 
Q1) When a credit requires the presentation of such a certificate, this will be satisfied by 2233 

the presentation of a signed document titled as called for in the credit, or bearing a 2234 
similar title or untitled, that fulfils its function by certifying the outcome of the 2235 
required action, for example, the results of the analysis, inspection, health, 2236 
phytosanitary, quantity or quality assessment. 2237 

 2238 
Q2) When a credit requires the presentation of a certificate that relates to an action 2239 

required to take place on or prior to the date of shipment, the certificate is to indicate: 2240 
 2241 

a. an issuance date that is no later than the date of shipment; or 2242 
 2243 

b.  wording to the effect that the action took place prior to, or on the date of, 2244 
shipment, in which event, when an issuance date is also indicated, it may be 2245 
subsequent to the shipment date but no later than the date of presentation of the 2246 
certificate; or 2247 

 2248 



 

 

c.   a title indicating the event, for example, “Pre-shipment Inspection Certificate”. 2249 
 2250 

Issuer of a certificate 2251 

Q3) A certificate is to be issued by the entity stated in the credit. 2252 

Q4) When a credit does not indicate the name of an issuer, any entity including the 2253 
beneficiary may issue a certificate. 2254 

Q5) When a credit makes reference to an issuer of a certificate in the context of its being 2255 
“independent”, “official”, “qualified” or words of similar effect, a certificate may be 2256 
issued by any entity except the beneficiary.  2257 

Contents of a certificate 2258 

Q6) A certificate may indicate:  2259 

a.  that only a sample of the required goods has been tested, analyzed or inspected; 2260 

b.  a quantity that is greater than that stated in the credit or on any other stipulated 2261 
document; or 2262 

c.  more hold, compartment or tank numbers than that stated on the bill of lading 2263 
or charter party bill of lading. 2264 

Q7) When a credit indicates specific requirements with respect to analysis, inspection, 2265 
health, phytosanitary, quantity or quality assessment or the like, with or without 2266 
stipulating the document to indicate compliance with these requirements, the data 2267 
regarding the analysis, inspection, health, phytosanitary, quantity or quality 2268 
assessment or the like mentioned on the certificate or any other stipulated document 2269 
are not to conflict with those requirements. 2270 

Q8) When a credit is silent as to the specific content to appear on a certificate, including, 2271 
but not limited to, any required standard for determining the results of the analysis, 2272 
inspection or quality assessment, the certificate may include statements such as “not 2273 
fit for human consumption”, “chemical composition may not meet required needs” or 2274 
words of similar effect, provided such statements do not conflict with the credit, any 2275 
other stipulated document or UCP 600. 2276 

Q9)    Consignee information, when shown, is not to conflict with the consignee information 2277 
in the transport document. However, when a credit requires a transport document to 2278 
be issued “to order”, “to the order of shipper”, “to order of issuing bank”, “to order of 2279 
nominated bank (or negotiating bank)” or “consigned to issuing bank”, a certificate 2280 
may show the consignee as any entity named in the credit except the beneficiary. 2281 
When a credit has been transferred, the first beneficiary may be stated to be the 2282 
consignee. 2283 



 

 

Q10)  A certificate may indicate as the consignor or exporter an entity other than the 2284 
beneficiary of the credit or the shipper as shown on any other stipulated document. 2285 

Q11)  A certificate may indicate a different invoice number, invoice date and shipment 2286 
routing to that indicated on one or more other stipulated documents, provided the 2287 
exporter or consignor shown on the certificate is not the beneficiary.  2288 


